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Conſtitutions, in Matters 22 by the great Legiſlator. to . 2 =. 
human Prudence, to be determined according to bis general. LY 2 
regulating Laws. In this Vaſt the A 'poſiles dere 15 5 
Mr. Richard Barter 8 Church Hiſtory Þ 5 


* | ———— — kb 
9 Ju oy — a 
. = * 


gy N E W] HAVEN: 2 
Pint » BY THOMAS AND Sud 6 GREEN 


" dl — — 


C2 . 8 a 
STI "WW," * 7 __ 2 , — 3 COT TIE 


% 
p 
% 
s 
* 
* 
. 
c 
4 
* 
* 
. 
* 
_ 
* ” 5 ww 


K 


2 *$Y 


4 —— 


3 


©. 


A 


< 0D wu 4s in 


2 # 
=_—— 


. 0 W 


£ 
* 


numerous congregation that heard it; ſo that it has h- 
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come neceſſary to publiſh. it to the world to prevent 


diſmiſſed and depoſed them. FHinc ille lacryme. A 
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FTqAHIS ſermon gained the greateſt attention while it 
| was delivered, and became the ſubje&t:ofmuch 
intereſting diſputation, for reaſons. well Known , the 


miſrepreſentation, and that all may judge for themſelves. 
It is likely it will fall into the hands of ſundry, who 
are not acquainted with the ſtate of things at Newtown, 


| where it was preached, and which occaſioned ſo. much 5 
importunity for its publication. I ſhall therefore gw W§ỹ 
| a very brief account of ſuch things, as appear to me ne- 


ceſſary to lead them into ſome general underſtanding of 


the affair, without entering very minutely into particulars. 


About a dozen years ago Mr. Sandeman's letters on 


- 


Theron and Aſpaſio were introduced into this part of the 


country. Soon after this, the pariſhes of New- Fairfield 

and Danbury, began to be greatly uneaſy with their mi- 
niſters, the Rev. Mr. J ayler and the Rev. Mr. White, for 
deviating from their former ſentiments in their preach⸗ 
ing, and advancing the peculiar tenets of that author. 


At length they entered complaints againſt them to the 
aſſociation of this diſtrict, who referred them to a coun- 


conſociation of this county to their aſſiſtance- Thoſe 
two gentlemen, after the complaint was entered, re. 
nounced the eccleſiaſtical conſtitution of theſe churches, 
however the united council heard the complaints, and 


% 


The Rev. Mr. Judſon of Newtown, and ſundry other 


worthy gentlemen, who were metnbers of the council, 


entered a proteſt againſt the judgment which was paſt 
and ke himſelf paid no regard to it, 


againſt Mr. White, 
but immediately preached to all that would adhere to 
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cil, and the council of this diſtrict called the weſtern & 
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' Probation of ſundry. 
of two or three years, a number of chem met at Danbury, 


I gregation, joined. together to attend goſpel-worſhip 


8 has committed all that authority, which he hath given 
in the new-teſtament, for the continued, ſtanding dit- 
10 -cipline of his houſe- and where Chriſt himſelf has 
placed it, there it muſt abide; and cannot be given 
$ up by particular churches into any other hands, with- 
cout betraying the truſt which the Lord has committetl 
== unto them: Nor can any wreſt 1t out of their hands, 
* without treſpaſſing upon the royal prerogative of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; who muſt reign till all his ene- | 


plan of the independants, and aſſerted with a confidence 
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any notice. 


his people, and ſundry expected that tome of the miniſters 
of this diſtrict would have made fome reply to his ſer- 
mon. But tho' the aſſociation were far from thinking 
there Was any eee in anſwering his ſermon, yet net 
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and ordained a young gentleman along with Mr. bite, 
over this ſeparate party, who had ſet up in avowed'oppo- 
ſition to all the churches that adopted the platform. This 
was certainly a very extraordinary piece of conduct, which 


- tended to raiſe diſſatisfaction in their pariſhes, and en- 
yu the ſuſpicion that they favoured Sandeman. 


After this, I believe, theſe gentlemen have ſeldom or 


never met at the ſtated aſſociations with us, and this the 


- did without ever giving us any intimation of their diſſa- 


tisfaction with the conſtitution, or any reaſons of their 
owithdrawment. 


In 1750 Mr. Judſon publiſhed a ſermon 
mewing the reaſons, why he renounced the Say-Brook 
platform, in which he ſays, that every particular con- 


and ordinances'in one place, is, in the goſpel; called a | 
Church; and that to ſuch particular churches, Chriſt 


-$% mies are put under his feet.” ' This I take to be the 


: formerly unuſual to this warthy gentleman, confidering 
how much has been {ſaid to prove the divine right of ccun- I 
<ils and preſbyteries' by ſome of the moſt learned and 
zudicious divines, all which he has paſicd Over withour 


Theſe things e n leine among i 
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looking upon 8 | uenc 
2.08 3 of that church, they forbore meddling in 
the affair, knowing that it was eaſier to kindle and ſpread, 


- inſtead 


the matter to be of ſo much conſequence, 


than to quench the flame of contention, + And tho' it 
appears that Mr. Judſon ſeems to be almoſt at a Joſs, 


whether our churches, who adopt the platform, ought to 
be acknowledged as churches of Chriſt, but rather looks 


upon us as anti- chriſtian combinations ; yet we for our 
parts would not allo ourſelves to have any uncharita- 
dle opinion, even of the independents, merely for their 
differing from us in their plan of government and diſci- 


pline. Churches may ſubſiſt many years without hav- 
ing any ſpecial occaſion for councils or -preſbytertes:; 


and fo long as they are in peace and proſperity, it ſhould 
ſeem not a very prudent thing to diſturb their peace; and 
break them to pieces about the leſs important modes af 
church-government and diſcipline. One man may pre- 
fer one ſurgeon, and another may prefer another; but 


would it be wiſe for them to quarrel about the matter, 


and each to break his own bones, that he might have a 


convincing proof of the ſuperior {kill of his doctor? 


However, the aſſociation after ſome conſiderable time 
met on purpoſe, having invited all thoſe gentlemen, and 
had a long conference with them, and appointed à com- 
mittee to review the platform, and draw up an explana- 
tion of it. By this review and explanation, which pro- 
bably the conſociation of this diſtrict would have adopt- 
ed, it appears that the objections which they had made, 
were not well founded, but proceeded in a great meaſure 
from miſtake, jealouſies and prejudice. 1 1 

But this did not ſatisfy Mr. Judſon; from which the 
aſſociation ſuppoſed, they had good reaſon to think that 
nothing ſhort of a near approach to Sandemaniant inde- 
pendency would ſatisfy him; and that he was determined 
at all adventures to adhere to the meaſures he had taken, 
and proceed to the mark he had in view. In a few 
months after this, there was a council called in a caſe of 
great difficulty at Danbury, to which Mr. Judſon and his 
church were invited to ELve their beſt aſſiſtance; but 
of reading the invitation to his church, and lead- 


ing £ | 
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ing them to chooſe a meſſenger, he ed them to vote 
the conſociated connection. Now ſince this was à mat- 
ter which affected the very conſtitution of the church, 
1 mould not the members have had ſome proper notice, 
ſome due time before it was taken, that they might have 
Had opportunity to have peruſed the platform, and have 
heard and conſidered in what view we ated upon it, and 
what could be ſaid in its defence? Whereas in the man- 
ner in which they are ſaid to have been called to vote, it 
is queſtionable whether one quarter part had any tolera- 
ble underſtanding of what they were voting about, only 

\ -that it was agreeable to their paſtor to renounce the con- 


ö ſociated connection. And our people have been trained 
| up to put confidence in their miniſters ordinarily; that 
| they do not ſuſpect they would propoſe any thing which 
| is wrong to be voted ; ſo that it is remarkable, that in 


ſuch eircumſtances the vote was carried by a ſmall and 
trifling majority. This vote, and the method in which 

it was obtained, occaſioned much uneaſineſs, diſturbance 

and confuſion in that church and ſociety, as it ſhewed 
0 the great influence which a miniſter has to get a majority 
| of his people to vote any thing he has a mind to propoſe, 
however inconſiſtent with their true chriſtian liberty, and 
eſpecially as any. who might be aggrieved, could accord- 
ing to the ſcheme their paſtor was adopting have no ap- 
peal; let the ſentence, judgment or vote of the church 
de ever fo unjuſt and oppreſſive. A ſmall majority was 
Obtained, and when they had once voted the conſtitution 
out, it is not ſtrange that they were wilful enough to a- 
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paſtor was ſo greatly prejudiced againſt it. But if there 
had not been pains taken to perſuade them the platform 


| they had given the coriſociation an opportunity to have 
| ſhewed the ſenſe in which they adopted it, and anſwer the 
objections which they had againſt it, who is there that 


; who would have refuſed to have continued their con- 
nection with the confociation ? 


Ever fince Sandemar's books received ſo much enter- 
OA 6 talnment 
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bide by their vote for ſome time, as they ſtill Knew their 


was a dreadful thing, or if after they were thus frighted, 


| believes there would have been ten perſons in the church, 
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ee by 


talnmeht among us im this county; and the before me : 


it- gructive errors, there have been many clamours by ſome 
h, againſt the conſtitution. But have theſe: clamours and 
©, Wl prejudices ariſen firſt from the churchs, or the paſtars ?--- 
ve 


Strange that when they were brot up under the conſtitu - 4 
tion, and acted upon it, they never diſcovered it was ſo 


contradictory, unicriptural and antichriſtian till theſe 


* books came among us! ß $a . 
* J would not by any means ſuggeſt, that there is an 
a. neceſſary connection between the independent plan of ; 
ly church government and Sandeman's notions in divinity. - 

15 The independents aroſe in England in the laſt century, 

d many years before Sandeman was born, and ſome of their 

at divines were of the firſt character for orthodoxy and pi- 

ch ety. And as to the congregational miniſters and church- 
in es, it is well known they are as much oppoſed in general 

nd to Sandeman as any in the country. I only mean to re- 

ch preſent how the diſſatisfaction with the platform appears 

ce to have ariſen among us. For my own part the differ- 

ed ence between moderate congregational, conſociated, ang 
t preſpyterian churches appears to me ſo ſmall, that I could 
ie, © without any great difficulty comply with either of them, 

= and practice their peculiar modes. The congregational - _ 


divines, I think, have all allowed that councils were to 


ve called in difficult caſes to give their beſt advice at 
ch beast, which amounts to much the ſame with what is done - 
FRG by our conſociations. But Mr. Judſon is againſt this, if g 
on J can underſtand him, when he ſays, ** a conſociated | 
council convened according to platform, becomes a 
er body inveſted with ſuch horns of power, as that whe- - 
ahi therſoever the body. moves, thither the horns move 
#7 | 3 allo, inforcing their every act, judgment COUNSEL, op 
3 


NEON OF ADVICE with binding authority.” And hence 


a 3 apprehend that Mr. Judſon has no more love nor regard 
oy for the congregatioaal, than for the conſociated plan ot 


government, but is attempting to introduce ſomething 
nearly like the Sande manian model. And hence the 
branding the conſociational connection as antichriſtian, 
and the ſpirit of bitterneſs that ſeaſons his performance. 
| 8 0 
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TheApoſtles did not et wich fe from the Jewiſh C on ; 
before they had uſed their utmoſt endeavours to convince. 
them. And Luther, and the othet reformers did not re. Jer 
nounce the church of Rome, till many repeated endea- ſec 
vours ſhewed that the caſe was deſperate. Why then ge 
5 have theſe conſociated churches been renounced without : 
Q any means being uſed to convince us of our miſtakes ? MW PE 
Axe we worſe than Jews and Papiſts ? However let our 
brethren think as bad of us as they pleaſe, and proceed 
as diſorderly as they will, this is no rule for us to follow. 
We look upon ourſelves bound to do all things any, a 
and in order. f 
The firſt conſociation, after the church at Neuiomn 
had yoted out the platform once and again, as Mr. Fudſor 
has related at large in his book, met at Ripton for an ordi- 
} nation there, Octo. 27th 1773; and taking the conduct of 
I Newtown 1n rending g themſelves off from us into conſide- 
ration, tho't it was expedient to appoint a committee to 
go to Newtown, and endeavour to bring them back, p b 
poſſible, to the conſtitution, or prepare the way for an 
orderly. diſſolving the relation on our part. ; 
For tho' che aſſociation had conferred with tlie paſtor at af 
large, yet no meaſures had ever been taken with the 
church; and the conſociation as ſuch had never taken 
any meaſures at all about the matter; and it was not 
only trifling, but troubleſome and expenſive, to ſend let 
ters to the paſtor and church of Newtown to attend our 
councils, which yet we were obliged to do by the conſti- 
tution until the conſociated relation was regularly diſſol- 
ved on our part as well as theirs. There were a large 
| number of thoſe who adhered to the conſtitution, who 
1 entred a complaint againſt their paſtor at this time, and 
earneſtly prayed for relief, fo that on various accounts 
it was neceſſary for the confociation to take the ſteps they 
did; and ſince they tho't beſt to appoint a committee, 
it was evidently right and reaſonable to notify Mr. Judſon 
. and his church of this matter. I can as freely appeal to 
i the World as Mr. Judſon, whether the conſociation in all 
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this have not treated him and his church with all chriſti- 


an decency and regard, notwithſtanding the heavy com- 
ba 


plaints he has made. But truly it is very difficult et 
pleaſe this good gentleman. of late, or to keep him in to- 
ſerable good humour with ſome of thoſe whom he is pleae 


i- WH {ed to call leading members of the conſociation. For it 

n gems from che account he has publiſhed that he reflects 
it upon the Rev. Mr. Hartlut for ſaying nothing, and upaoa 
me for ſending him merely a proper notificatin. 
1 A church meeting was held at Newtown Nov. 27th 


1773, and Mr. Judſon and his church drew up thoſe p 
pers, which he has printed, in which, among other things, 
| he ſays, „that he had given the reaſon for his renoum 
& cing the platform in public print, to which no fair re» | 


: 


n ply hath been made.” It is not ſtrange that his warm 
„ Wl adherents ſhould, after this his declaration, boaſt of his 
1. ſermon as unanſwerable. But if they had read with can 
of dour and attention the late Mr. Hobart's lait piece, they 
oy might have ſeen, that beſides the tenderneſs of the conſo- 
1 (iation, which prevented their making remarks upon it, 


as already mentioned, there was nothing in it but had been 
fully confuted by that learned and accurate writer, to all 


ME which he has made no fair reply. 1 
0 Alfter this church meeting, information was ſent to me, 
e 


and a deſire, that I would prepare a diſcourſe on church 


-1 government, and diſcipline to preach at Newtown, which, 

ot it it anſwered no other end, might ſhew them, that the 
„plan which they had adopted, was not fo clearly founded 

ur on ſcripture, nor ſo unexceptionable as they imagined: 4 
5 And this being repreſented as the opinion of my Brethren 

aol In general, I was prevailed with, tho' not very zealous. 

ge about the ifiatter, to make the following draught of my 

ho firſt tho'ts on the ſubject, in which I have not endeavour- 

"0 ed to explain nor defend the platform at all, as Mr. Jack 

NS % juſtly obſerves in page 26, but to attack the indepen- 

ey dent ſcheme of church government. How this gentle- - 

„ man could appear to miſtake my deſign throughout al- 

/on mwoſt all the reſt of his reply, I leave to him to explain, 

bf fince he tho't this worthy ſpecial remark, and I had plain» 

1 ly declared what I had in view, at the cloſe of my ſermon, 
Uls o Prevent all miſtakes, 0 SER 22 
Wen I had compoſed and reviewed my ſermn. 
nts . — B | : oY 


knowing 
I 1 


knowing that if it ſhould be preached, it might becom 
the ſubject of controverſy, and that my worthy neigh. 
bour, the late Mr. Hobart, had attended to every thin 
relating to the platform with that coolneſs, diligence a 
accuracy, for which he was ſo greatly diſtinguiſhed, I tock 


an opportunity, and gave him the peruſal of my notes, 
and took his opinion about preaching and printing them 
if deſired; who, after he had leiſurely peruſed them, 
freely declared that he tho't it might be of good ſervice 


to the chutches. By his death a few days after this, theſe 


churches have received a very great loſs.---I therefore 
preached the ſermon juſt as it was, and have never tranſ- 


cribed it, and have inſerted only ſuch interlineations a 
_ were neceſſary 'to complete the ſenſe. Whatever has 


been tho't neceſſary to rectify Mr. Fudſon's miſtakes, of 
obviate ſome of his objections is included in J. 

As this ſermon gained very extraordinary attention 
from the hearers, ſo it has met with very extraordinary 
treatment ſince it was preached. It has not only been 
greatly praiſed and Blamed, but it has received a large 
anſwer from the preſs before it was printed. It ſeems it 
made great impreſſions on ſundry of the hearers, and 


exceedingly alarmed Mr. Judſon, otherwiſe! he would not ; 


have ventured to publiſh an anſwer to the world to a 
diſcourſe he never had any opportunity to peruſe. By 
the prodigious hurry in which he has publiſhed his pre- 
tended reply, he has repreſented in a ſtriking manner, 


that rhetorical figure called Hyſteron-proteron, or as it l 


more vulgarly expreſſed, of putting the cart before the 
horſe. For common ſenſe and reaſon would ſay, that he 
ought to have waited till he had an opportunity to hat 

ruſed the ſermon before he attempted to anſwer 1t 


But ſince I had appeared in behalf of common-ſenſe and 


reaſon, and if he had any deſign, he muſt have deſigned 
among other things to confute them in his anſwer, it mul 
be allowed, he could not proceed in a more proper me- 
thod. And indeed whoever will peruſe his piece with 


attention and candour, may eaſily diſcover that it is ext. 


cuted agreeable to ſuch a deſign, fince there is ſcarcelf 
any appearance of reaſoning in it, but many mere aſſer- 
tions and exclainations. Ik 


\a 


nn 


dreadful things, as leading to deiſm, and as opening the 


great danger of being again introduced, all the ſuperſti: 
tions, rites and fooleries of the church of Rome; becauſe 
chat I give it as my opinion, that church government 
and diſcipline are to be managed according to the general 
rules of the word, and the rules of common 4enle, reaſon 
and chriſtian prudence. Does this gentleman really thin 
hat deiſm and popery are more agreeable to common 
ſenſe and reaſon, than chriſtianity and proteſtantiſm ? If 
e does, I hope, there is no other chriſtian and proteſtant 
divine will venture to avow ſuch an opinion. 4, 
But indeed he himſelf does not ſeem to have been al- 
rays very certain, that the leading propoſition was wrong, 
Who” he has repreſented it in ſuch a bad light, ſince he has, 
Wo far as I can judge, allowed it to be true once and again, 
By this propoſition,” ſays he, p. 6, that Chriſt hath gi- 
ven laws ſufficient for the government of his church, is 
not meant, you muſt obſerve, that Chriſt hath given 
rules in his word in all reſpe&s ſo explicit, as not to 
leave room for the uſe of a diſcretionary prudence in 
W the church, reſpecting circumſtances of time, place, 
Kc. For what is a diſcretionary prudence different from 
ommon ſenſe and reaſon, as I have repeatedly expreſſed . 
yſelf? And who can tell, ſince he has not explained 
imſelf, how far this, &c. which he has ſubjoined to the 
Fircumſtances of time and place may extend? I have read 
f an et cetera oath, which made a great deal of diſtur- 
Pance; and of an inventory of the cargo of a veſſel that 
as taken, containing ſome few things, &c. which ex 
u. terra was repreſented in a law. ſuit which followed, to 
de worth ſeveral thouſand pounds ſterling. Thus, &c. 
ay contain more than all I have yet pled for, in my ſer- 
on. Whether Mr. Judſon meant to grant it in this 
ate way, while he profeſſedly denies it in other parts 
Ff his performance, he can tell beſt. But this I dare ven- 
ure to affirm, without being bold, that no man in the 
World can tell whether he differs in ſentiment from the 
ing propoſition in my ſermon or not, from any thing 
he 


. 
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gap thro” which at farſt- entered, and by which-chers is. Mp 5 


g de bas advanced in his piece. It he would make 
dtlfference, and ſhew what the difference is, he muſt con- 
deſcend to expreſs himfelf with more exactneſs and con: 
be has quoted with approbation from the © coofeſſion d 
ons of all the teformed chur ches, viz. There are ſomes 
vernment of the church, common to human actions and 
ture, and chriſtian prudence, according to the genera] 


he has taken a great deal of pains to ſhew, that if they 


proof from ſcripture, the texts this wiſe and "venerable 
ſynod have quoted, are very impertinent to the purpoſe. 


of oppoſing it. But he has bro't no proof at all, that 


\ 
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The great thing which I have enlarged upon is, what 


faith, which, I believe, is in this agreeable to the confeſ. 
6: circumſtances concerning the worſhip of God, and go. 
+ ſocieties, which are to be ordered by the light of na- 
7 rules of the word, which are always to be obſerved.* And 


meant to ſupport the platform by direct and immediate 


But he has not attempted to ſhew, that theſe articles of 
diſcipline are contrary to the general rules of the word, 
and the principles of reaſon and common ſenſe. Thu 
he has in fact endeavoured to ſupport my opinion inſtead 


this wile, learned and venerable council at Say-Brook wer 

of opinion, that every thing relating to government and 
diſcipline is particularly preſcribed in the goſpel, ſince 

they expreſsly refer us to the light of nature and chriſtian 
prudence, and the general rules of the word. And I can- 
not but be of opinion, they might be as conſiſtent as Mr, 
FZudſon, in ſuppoſing that the platform in having ti 
countenance of theſe, was ſufficiently ſupported, ' But i 

after what has been quoted from the confeſſion, and aftet 
finding no more direct proofs from ſcripture than they have 
produced, which Mr. Judſon ſays are impertinent, they} 
aid really {ſuppoſe they had found immediate divine wat: 
rant for every punctilio, I am not obliged to be inconſilt- 
ent, and take up with impertinent proof and imagination 
becauſe they did thro' a miſtake.---What 1 have tho! 
turther neceſſary by way of remarks may be ſeen in the 


appendix, T: 
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If any man truſt to himſelf, that he is Chriſt's, 


4 him of himſelt think this again, that as he is Chriſt's, 
e even ſo are we Chriſt's. For tho*I ſhould boaſt ſome- 
& what more of our authority, which the Lord hath gi- 
« yen us for edification and not for deſttuction, I ſhould 
6 not be aſhamed.” „ PS VE Toe I pA 1 ol . 
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; My Brethren, + 4 454 L 32 i, SI, . 
T Vs very grievous to me, and I believe, to all yout 
neighbouring churches to view theunhappy divi- 
| fions and contentions; that have ariſen among you about 
the form of government and the right of-diſcipline. The 
| conſociation, with which you have been connected from 
your firſt formation into-a church, and under whoſe in- 
fluence you have lived many years in love and peace; 
might long ſince have met and enquired into the reaſons 
of ſome parts of your conduct. But they were not dif. 
poſed to boaſt of their authority, but to exerciſe the 
greatelt lenity and forbearance till the laſt extremity, and 
even complaints from a large number of you, and earneſt 
application for help, has made it abſolutely neceſſary td 
come and endeavour, if poſſible, to heal your unhappy 
diviſions, and prevent your utter ruin; Tis not the 
conſociation, nor any power graſped at or claimed by us, 
that has broken you to pieces : Yourſelves have done this, 
When diviſions and contentions ariſe in any church 
it would have an excellent tendency to remove her K 
the ſeveral contending parties, and eſpecially thoſe who 
are diſſatisfied with the common cuſtoms ofthe churches 
where they hve, would lay aſide all ſelf-conceit and pride, 
and be cloathed with humility and candour. If ſuch as 
are molt zealous and forward for a ſeparation from the 
eccleſiaſtical conſtitution & communion of theſe churches 
are honeſt and fincere, they ſhould be candid enough 
do allow, that their brethren whom. they forſake ma 


y * 1 
* 2 3 
— * * 


Cu 7 


have ſenſe and indessen as well as themſelyes.*- It ig 
hardly conſiſtent wi 


modeſty to arrogate all ſenſe, un- 
derſtanding and goodneſs to themſelves. However if 


any ſhould ſet up ſuch high pretenſions, we may be al. 


lowed, after the example of the apoſtle, to put them in 
mind of the common relation we, as well as they, bear to 


dur Lord Jeſus Chriſt. If any man truſt to himſelt 


« that he is Chriſt's, let him of himſelf think this again, 


« that as he is Chriſt's, even ſo are we Chriſt's.” For 


tho' this might be aſſerted by this great apoſtle by way 
of eminency, conſidering his very remarkable converſion, 


extraordinary labours and ſucceſſes. in the goſpel , yet it 


is true in a lower ſenſe of all chriſtian churches and mi. 
niſters. They all bear a common relation to Jeſus Chriſt 


our common Lord, and ſhould therefore be candid and 


charitable to one another, and love one another as chil: 


dren and brethren of the ſame family. There is nothing 


which the great King and Head of the church has more 
repeatedly and earneſtly recommended to his followery 


than this, which if it was duly cultivated .and practiſed, 
would either prevent controverſies and breaches in 
churches, or ſoon heal them if by any means they ſhould 
1. % ee 
The apoſtle was very ſenſible, that ſuch a defirable 


temper and ſtare of things was far from taking place in 
the chriſtian church even in his time. He beheld with 


grief the ſad effects of corruption, ignorance and pride 


in various diviſions and contentions. And hence he was 


obliged to aſſert the authority with which he was inveſt- 
ed for the accommodation and deciſion of ſuch contro- 


verſes, and the inflifting of proper cenſures on obſtinate 


offenders. He was far from being fond of exerting this 


authority. The miniſters of Chriſt, while they act in 
their proper character, do not graſp at power, they have Will 


no deſire of lording it over God's heritage; of ruling the 


people committed to their charge with rigour and tyran- 


ny. They are compaſſionate and merciful, and govern 


them with prudence and gentleneſs, and would be very 


glad, 


« Muſt not this be the temper of thoſe who take upon them 6 
Call our Churches anti-chriſtian 7 | 


— ETIEN 
— * 


glad, that there were no occaſion to exerciſe any difci- 
pline, or inflict the cenſures of the church upon any. Le 
is not to aggrandize themſelves and manifeſt their autfidb- 
rity; that the miniſters and churches of Chriſt, when con? 
vened in councils give their aſſiſtance in diſpenſing dif. 
cipline, but for the ſpiritual good of thole perſons and 
churches, that fall into great and diftrefling difficulties. 
and 1candals ; and that others may take Warning, and 
avoid ſuch deſtructive meaſures. 'And' thus the AoryFer 
God is manifeſted, and good order, government and pu- 
rity is maintained in the church. Government and diff _ 
cipline are therefore of importance in this imperfe& 
ate of the church, where ſo many of her members on 
dne account and another, refuſe to practiſe the law of 
Nove and kindneſs, but will follow their own corrupt ima- 
nations, and bring reproach on the church by their 


iſorderly conduct, and of neceſſary conſequence the 
Fhurch muſt be furniſhed with ſufficient authority for 
Fheſe falutary purpoſes. For to ſuppoſe that govern! 
ent and diſcipline are to be exerciſed, and yet that none 
ave authority for this purpoſe, is an evident abſurdity. ' 
is well known, that there have been many different 
Ppimons and animated debates about the perſons or court 
Pho are inveſted with this authority, and very different 
practices have obtained in different churches, which 
Pould take up too much time ſo much as to mention at 
preſent, and would be of no ſervice to you, ſince you 
e no concern in them. Leaving theſe things in ge- 
eral to the conſideration of thoſe whom they may con- 
ern, I ſhall confine myſelf to two points which appear 
affect the peace and happineſs of this church, viz. * 
. Whether the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great King and 
ed of the church has rarTICuLAaRLY preſcribed m 
e goſpel all the rules of government and diſcipline, and 
Fe EcivE methods in which it is to be managed? 
H. Whether the authority, right or power of govern- 
ent be committed and LIMITTED to a particular churen 
or worſhipping congregation ? Oo $8” Jn 
As to the firſt of theſe I muſt declare myſelf at pre- 
on the negative ſide of the queſtion, for the following 
teaſons „„ a 


. 5 \ LS 8. a d 
c . p — \ wy WIS 1 6. 9 ES, Shot a ons * 
75 : e 2 FS. 000 * 1 a ed og Ten 
— OLE ESR boa ae AY 3 8 . ENTS ne ar St any — 
— 5 * * 


1 


of particular rules and directions for every thing relativg | 
to government and diſcipline delivered in the goſpel; 
fince the churches are compoſed of perſons endowed with 
Fi reaſon. and conſcience, who by due: conſideration, can of 
= , Sghemlclves, or by applying to their neighbouring church, 
\ es, diſcover what js for their edification as to many of 


q 


1} theſe matters. It is readily allowed that the ſcriptures 
Rt Are,a perfect rule of faith and practice in all things, 

where. there was any neceſſity for a rule. But it does 
3 not detract from the perfection and excellency of the 


14 goſpel, that it does not contain directions, nor preſcribs l 
i injunctions ; in thoſe Matters to Which it was not deſigned $ 


10 1 refer; or where there were other means ſufficient to 
inſtruct men. Would it be reaſonable to accuſe the 
1 ſcriptures of deficiency becauſe they do not contain 4 
1 compleat ſyſtem. of ſurveying or navigation, or teach 
„ men when ſeed time and harveſt come? And thus with 
. regard to that government and diſcipline which is needs 
5 6 ful for the edification of the church, if the reaſon and 
Wo conſciences of men, eſpecially of the wiſer part of the i 
members, together with ſome general out- lines or ditec- 
tions, Which are to be found in the goſpel, be ſufficient W 
to ſhew us in ſundry. reſpects, how they ſhould, be mw 


* * 


naged and carried into execution, what need could the 
be of giving a large body of eccleſiaſtical canons 
diſciplinary laws to preſcribe every particular meaſugꝶ 
and ſtep of proceeding . 24 ell 
2. Where goverment is exerciſed, whether in church 
or ſtate for any conſiderable time, and many caſes , 
neceſſity obliges the court, or whoever decides the Mat. 
ters in controverſy, to fall upon ſome regular methoBl of 
Proceeding, and to bring them to a regular iſſue. -Novb i 
the Jewiſh church and nation had been under govett 
ment for many generations, even from the time of Moſes 
and had their courts and fixed and regular modes of pro- 
ceeding in all matters civil and eccleſiaſtical hetore os : 


; 9 | LAY 3 : 

It would be very diſſicult for the ſlate or church to ſubſiſt with 
out {ſurveying and navigation, But diſciplide is not quizeTo oh 
dent, bor that ſome very worthy and leatned divines, as well 2 
Sivilians have called it in queſtion. An 
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-Shrift ea wee, and gave any hints about the goſpel- church. 
Thieſe merhods:0f managing caſes of diſcipline,” were !ip- 
general agreeable to reaſon and common ſenſe, as indeed 
the methods of proceeding in all courts are generally _ 
good, if they be carefully followed without partiality. 
Theſe methods were well Known to the apoſtles, and the 
church at Jeruſalem, and they were ſtrongly prępoſſeſſed, 
as was natural, in favour of the law of Moſes and the 
B cuſtoms which their civil and eccleſiaſtical courts had 
adapted from time immemorial. It appears from ſorne 
accounts which we have in the new teſtament, that the 
8 apoſtles. and Jewiſh chriſtians tho't it beſt and molt ex- 
pedient to obſerye the law of Moles; and temple-worſhip, 
during that period. When the apoſtle Paul had related 
to them the great ſucceſs of his miniſtry, among the Ge- 
tiles, they glorifed the Lord, and ſaid unto: him, Tho 
fſeeſt, brother, how many thouſands of the Jews there 
are which believe, and they are all zealous ot the laws: 
And they are informed. of thee, that thou teacheſt all 
the Jews which are among the Gentiles to forlake 
Moſes, ſaying, that they ought not to circumciſe their 
children, neither to walk after the cuſtoms. What 
is it therefore ? the multitude muſt needs come toge- 
ther : for they will Rear that thou art come. Do 
therefore this that we ſay to thee: We have four men 
which have a vow on them: them take and purify 
thyſelf with them and be at charges with them, that 
they may ſhave their heads; and all may know 
that thoſe things whereof they were informed con- 
cerning thee are nothing, but that thou alſo walkeſt 
orderly and keepeſt the law.” Thus all the apoſtles 
and Jewiſh chriſtians walked after THz CUSTOMS v. hich 
| they had received, which doubtleſs comprehended their 
modes of government and diſcipline. They ſaw no ne- 
ceſſity of departing from them. And thoꝭ the ceremo- 
nial inſtitutions ere aboliſhed of courſe after the deſtruc- 
Len of Jeruſalem, yet it does not appear that the rules 
of their diſcipline, or their methods of dealing with of- 
fenders were ever laid aſide, or any others appointed 
in their room. They were not immediately of divige 
. C | - infticution, 
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inſtitution ian bor beg minutely preſoribed Ws ka wn of 
Moſes, bot they had the ſanctiom of reaſom 2 
experience, and therefore were not entirely pech 
the Jews, but in ſome meaſure common to all civiliaed 
nations, and of conſequence can never be - repealed, 'l 
yeaſon and common ſenſe be laid aſide. 

VIIt Was not a new. church entirely different from wha 
under the old-teſtament, which was " erected under the 
poſpel. It was ſtill the ſame church for ſubſtance, con. 
tinued with ſome little variation. There was need 'of 
Purity in the members of the old-reſtsmenit church, 'a 
well as in thoſe of the new, and diſcipline was-tnaintain- 
ed for this important purpoſe. And why then ſhould 
not the methods which the wiſdom and experience of 
many ages had diſcovered, and which God approved by 
His owning them as his people, ſtill — — the 
new - diſpenſation, when chriſtians are ſo much better in. 
ſtructed, favoured with greater meaſures of grace, and 
have leſs need of diſcipline p. The end, the great end ii 
all government and diſcipline is the edification, and not 
the deſtruction of the church. Now no particular rules, 
that could be conceived in human language, could pro- 
mote this ſo well in various caſes that occur, as obſet: 
vation and chriſtian prudence. Let prejudice be laid 2. 
ide, and candour and love prevail according to the gol 
pel, and a church, eſpecially the more judicious members, 
may with fuitable pains diſcover what is for their ediß. 
cation with regard to many things, concerning the belt 
methods of proceeding in government and diſcipline, * MW 
leaſt with the help of tuch neighbours, as they may ealily W 
invite to their aſſiſtance. And thus it would doubtleß 
have been prejudicial to the church to have had a 1 
body of eccleſiaſtical laws. = 
| Should it- be pled, that it ſeerns highly convenient, A 
that the Great Head of the Church ſhould have given 
plain and preciſe rules to his church, to direct them ho 
to proceed in all the various caſes that come before then, = 
and therefore we may conclude there is ſuch-a ſyſtem u 
ecclc ſiaſtical laws : This appears from what has been ſaid 
do be far from nes and it t might be en, 9 3 
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ixwguld: be more defireablogtilr have-the whole church, 
ſecured from all corruption, miltakes and ſcandals, ſo as IQ; 
B need no law, nor diſcipline; .or- if; that cannot be, to 
have, as the, papiſts fancy, an infallible judge to give 4. 
right judgment in every caſe. And thus a . warmimaghs 
nation is ready to take that to be fact; which it is exce. 
Javely pleated with, and fancies would be very convenient 
W 0d beneficial, But if it be a clear and inconteſtible fact, 
chat chere is no infallible judge of controverſies, and-thak 
che pope who claims this prerogative, is groſsly ignorant 
and ſuperſtitious, ard jultly chargeable with the moſt no: 
torious contradictions and blunders, ve may be able» 
W lutely certain, that it was not neceſſary, nor convenient, 
chere ſhould be any infallible judge over the church in 
W this world. And in like manner, if clear and preciſe 
les for all the various exigencies of government ang 
W diſcipline are not to be found in the goſpel, we may bg 
Wequally certain, that all ſuch pretenſions are quite ground- 
les, and that they were not neceſſary for the health and 
peace of the church. For the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is in- 
Wh finitcly kind and merciful, and wiſe, and therefore knew, 
and was ready to grant what was molt conducive for het 
- proſperity. If thoſe who are confident, there are divine 
rules preſcribed in the goſpel, for the various ſteps of pro- 
ceeding in government and diſcipline, would produce 
chem to the world, this ſhould in all reaſon. end all con- 
troverſy about the matter, and bring all ſober chriſtians 
to embrace their opinion. But if they cannot produce 
them, this muſt be looked on as a clear evidence, that af- 
er all they cannot find them, and that in fact they are not 
do be found, notwithſtanding their boaſted pretenſions. 
I there had been ſuch a complete ſyſtem of church 
laws, it is ſtrange that councils, which have been general- 
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3% -the church, ſhould not have diſcovered them, even in the 
Prunuwe times, nor in proteſtant countries where they 
4 -Proteſs to make the bible their rule, but have gone uni- 
oerſally into the practice of making ſome general regu- 
a laions and modes of proceeding in the exerciſe of go- 


aernment, and drawing up articles for the adminiſtration 


of 
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h compoſed of the moſt judicious and pious members of 5 1 


2 8 js. Ugg 38 i ( 1 1. I S 
of church diſcipline, And equally ſtrange, it is, thay 


pretended that the rules of government and diſcipline 
are revealed in the goſpel, but in ſuch a dark and obſcure 


men's reaſon and chriſtian prudence, as may beſt promote 
the edification of the church; agreeable to ſome general 


ſhew that there is as much ſaid in the bible about civil as 


ons to regulate all our covrts of juſtice in their modes of 


muſt be proved by two or three witneſſes , and that diſc 


preciſion ; ner the character, and credibility of the wit 


lors Pas- And what makes a.yore of the church? Every 
1 n! © mo 
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there ſhould have been ſo many different ſchemes of 80 
vernment embraced by the moſt judicious and excellent 
divines, and other learned and eminent men, if every 
thing relating to all theſe matters were clearly revealed 
and preſcribed'in the bible. For ſurely it will not be 


manner, that ſcarge any body can underſtand them, 
W hereas' if theſe modes and regulations are not particu- 
larly ' preſcribed, but left in ſome conſiderable meaſure to 


directions in the goſpel, there is room for much diverſity, 
and to adopt plans different in iundry reſpects, as we 
find they have done in civil government. 
For my part, I am free to declare, that JI can find but 
very few particular rules in the bible, that have any er: 
Fain and immediate reference to the government and' dif- 
cipline of the chriſtian church. I think it were eaſy ta 


—— 
* 


eccleſiaſtical government. But would not any man be 
accounted very whimſical, who ſhould pretend that there 
was not need of any other rules but theie divine direct: 


proceeding and judgments ? It is readily granted, that 
there are ſuch general rules as theſe, that every charge 


Pline is for the edificaticy and not the deſtrufion of the 
church. But I do: not find the particular crimes, that ate 
diſciplinable, mentioned only in general; nor the de. 
grees of them, that are cenſurable, aſcertained with much 
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neſſes fixed; nor how they are to give in their teſtimony, i 
under vath, or otherwiſe. * And I might aſk how long lh 
before trial, and by whom, the accuſed are to be notified, 
and by whom are they to be tried? If by the worſnip- 

ping conStegation where they belong, whether women ny 

and children, and ſuch as are ſuperannuated are to fit . 


(„ 28.) 0 


Particular modes of their proceeding, and voting be point- 
d out in the goſpel, muft we not follow the dictates of 
reaſon and common ſenſe? or lay government and diſri- 
Pune wholly aſide as impracticable? Nor does this reflect 
ny reproach upon Chriſt in his kingly office, ſince he has 


W:cellent ſyſtem of precepts, to direck his followers as 
Wn dividuals, which if they would obey, there would be 
Wo need of any diſcipline ; and, as I ſuppoſe allowed, 
We commended it to them to apply to their neighbour- 
cg churches, in all difficult cafes. Hence his apoſtles, 
Wh ho beſt knew the mind of their divine Lord and Mafſ- 
Wer, were much more ſolicitous to perſuade men to repent 


orks, and live in love and peace, than in compiling*# 
ody of eccleſiaſtical laws. And if chriſtians would be 
Warctul to practiſe holineſs, love and peace, according to 
ee great law of Chriſt, on which he had laid the greateſt 
reſs, and which he made the chief evidences of their being. 


Practice of theſe divine graces would beſt preſerve the 
WP urity of the church, and reflect the moſt honor on religi- 
Wn. But ſince miſtakes and errors, and even damnable 
ereſies creep in and ſpread, and threaten the deſtruction 
f multitudes ;' fince there are many who fall into ſcan- 
aous crimes, which muſt be teſtified againſt, leſt re- 
roach ſhould be reflected on the Church, as if ſhe ap- 
roved ſuch vicious practices; it is needful that there 
government and diſcipline exerciſed with chriſtian 
eekneſs and prudence. © _ 4 1 21 
it. The deſign of what has been ſaid can hardly be ſup- 
oled by any perion, who will carefully attend to it, to 
c 8 velt iynods, or councils, convocations, or . conclaves, 

iche power of decreeing richts and ceremonies, which 
= 0 foundation at all in the {criptures ; or of making 
gcleſlaſtical canons, aud a body of church laws for all 
numerous and different caſes of government and diff 


cable, 


ER To © 9 e e I ę)L.,“ ; 
indtvidual member? or the major part? No if neither the 
body, who is to try offenders be clearly deſeribed ; nor the 


urniſhed his church with reaſon, and given them Tuch an 


f Ind believe the goſpel, and adorn their profeſſion by good 


Wis diſciples ; there would be no need of diſcipline. The 


eine. For this has born hewed to be quite impracti- 
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das thoꝰt beſt to leave government and diſcipline in a great 


| before them, to do what reaſon points out to be more q 
 edification according to the general rules of the word: 


if not the whole of their time, and ſo would defeat th L [ 


e 
| 
. 
- bl 
F 


before them. Now this, I ſuppoſe, is the great tiff 


22- 5 + aft e 
fo rof the church, ſo that thel. 
TefusChrift himſelf, the great K ing and Head of the church 


meaſure to chriſtian Prudence, and common ſenſe, Muſt i 
it got then be beſt tor all councils, when. any caſe comes 


Indeed it would be inconvenient tor a worſhipping aſſem. 
bly,every time they meet, to conſider and make an exprel; WM 
agreement at what time on ſunday they would aſſemble, Wl 


LD 1 


. L- : 


and how often they would meet. for public worſhin, WM 


whether once, twice, or thrice, and bow often they ſhould WW 


ung. Theſe, and the like things, if they were to deun WW 
mine them every ſunday would take up the greater pan 


great ends of their meeting together. It is then uM 
doubtledly beſt to make an agreement about all ſu 
matters once for all, according to what appears moſt ql 
the edification of the worſhipping aſſembly, and gen 
rally abide by it. And thus in like manner, if even 
time, councils are called to meet, they muſt firſt fix JM 
the modes of their proceeding, and how they mean vi 
manage; this would take up more time than the para 
who call them would be willing to wait with patience 
It is therefore evident according to common ſenſe, tu 
it is beſt ſuch general regulations ſhould be agreed up 
and known to all the churches, that when councils. will 
called, they may proceed without any needleſs delay oi 
expenſe, and give their opinion about the caſe tha, is wlll 


that is done in the directory drawn up by the Weſtmu 
ſter affembly, by the Cambridge and Say-Brook pl 
forms, which if they cannot be ſupported by direct in 


ſtitution, and immediate expreſs texts of ſcripture, 3 


take them for ſubſtance to be agreeable to the gene 
rules of the word, and the dictates of common {ſenſe an 
But it follows very naturally from what has been fa 4 
that they muſt be greatly miſtaken, who ſet up for nl 
expreſs divine right for every peculiarity in the form oo 
TITS 4 : 7 governmenl 


„ ä 


- 
4 
: 


wverament; and the modes of manage  difcipfins, 
which they happen to fancy and adopt. I his clain of 
parvige-right for every "peculiarity in ee Toon eg 
eertment and the modes of diſcipline has proved a mit- 
ike of a moſt pernicious tendency ; it has been O 
Freat thing which has divided and rent the chriſtiah 
ond according to the different fancies, educations ant 
„ udices of zealous bigots, and alienated their affecti- 
rel Ss from one another, and ſerves to keep up ſchiſms, con- 
die ntions and uncharitableneſs without end. For while 
rens imagine that every punctilio of that government 
0d mode of diſcipline, which they embrace, is imme- 
Leeiy and plainly preſcribed by God, they cannot with 
good conſcience give any of them up, but muſt ear- 
SE ity contend for them, let the conſequences be what 
ey will. Whereas if we look upon ſundry of thefe 
wong ger things to be left to common ſenſe and chriſtian 
ia udence, and the general rules of the word, we may keep 
ee emmunion with thoſe who differ from us as to theſe 
ren pedients, and {till keep the unity of the ſpirit in tlie 
nx nas of love and peace with thoſe who rather prefer 
re other forms and modes. And if it be certain mat - 
rug of fact, that this divine right which is pled for by the 
aß erm advocates of theſe different forms and modes is, 48 
bave repreſented it, mere imagination without any war- 
rr from the ſacred oracles, it is evident they ſhould 
2d only fancy, education, will or prejudice. It is not 
fair and honeſt way of managing a cauſe to ſet up a 
Wong claim, and make.a wrong plea. Let every thing 
nd on its own proper foundation. And if this could 
once obtained, we ſhould probably find thar thofe 
WW as make the higheſt pretenſions to a divine rule, and 
5 | preſs warrant from heaven for all their modes and 
rms, have but a very lender foundation to ſuppott 


n. i 2 . 
"mM Itis one important thing in all laws that they be plain, 
ce they are deſigned for if thet 
& tney igned for general uſe. Hence if there 
1 divine laws appointing and preſcribing every ſtep to 
alen about diſcipline, it may be prefumed, they are 
11 x Faxes 5b 5 


. TO, 24 3 
not only to be caly for d, but readily underſtood by a 
honeſt enquirers. Let them then be produced. K 
When any difficulty ariſes thro? length of time abou 
the. meaning of any ſtatute, the practice of the courts upon 
it ĩs often adduced to explain its meaning. And hence ilk 
the many volumes of reports of trials and adjudicationg | 
to which the gentlemen of the law ſo often recur. n 
jupport of their opinion. And thus with regard to the Wh 
canons. and laws of diſcipline, if any of theſe, appear not 
quite ſo plain to us at this diſtance of time, yet the ad. r 
judications upon them would clearly ſhew how they were i 
underſtood by the Apoſtles and primitive church. Lal 
a ſufficient number of theſe reports be produced, to ſhew il 
us precifely how they proceeded in diſciplining offenders, i 
For theſe are pretty near as neceſſary as the laws them 
ſelves, otherwiſe learned men would not take ſo mucin 
pains in compiling ſuch books.] il 
And this leads me to the ſecond general enquiry, via 
Whether this authority be pe oi. confined to a par Wl 
ticular church? : © re 
| The apoſtles do not appear to have been fond of e YO 
erciſing their authority, which ſhould teach the miniſters 
of Chriſt to imitate their moderation. Therefore agree MP 
ble to their example, and common ſenſe, when any di- 
ficulty ariſes in a church, they ſhould make full trial hl 
accommodate it among themſelves if they can, It is mot 
for their public credit and reputation, and tends to p 
vent the ſpread of ſuch things, which often infect oths 
churches when they are divulged, | ee 
But many cafes happen, When that church in which! 
the difficulty arifes cannot bring it to any equitable c 
comfortable iſſue. It may fo happen that the complainanꝭ 
or the perſon to whom the complaint is entred, one, d 
both of them, may have ſuch connections by near relaty 
on with the greateſt part of tie members of the church 
as render them according to the obſervation of commonly: 
ſenſe, quite improper perſons to decide the complaint 
For church-members are not perfect, and while they l 
in the body, are apt to feel the influence of ſuch, cons ll 
tions. Civil coutts exèlude near relations, and thoſe wy ; 
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yall | Are violently | prejudiced or intereſted from fitting” in 
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odgment. And how can that which is contrary to com- 
nom ſenſe in civil caſes, become agreeable to it in ecclez 
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aſtical? And when the caſe, which I have now ſuppoſ- 
e happens, how ſhall ſuch a controverſy be decided with 
mpartality, without favour, affection or prejudice ? Or 
Wnuit they live always in a quarrel ? Is it not wiſe and 
Wrudent to call in ſome of their judicious 'neighbours ? 
not this looked upon a privilege in civil cafes? It 
nay alſo happen that the paſtor of a church may fall in- 
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a very w 


Kraange. 
May it 
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hereſy or ſcandalous immorality. And what can a 
horch that is abſolutely independent do in this caſe ? 
uch a miniſter will not vote againſt himſelf. And how 
hall the members of the church over which he pieid.s 
ry, cenſure and depoſe him? Will it do for the mem- 
ersco ſer up and pulf down their head and guide at their 
EE icaure 
Whould be tried by his peers? "= 
If miniſters are diſpoſed to lord it over their peoples 
Wand maintain their ſtanding, let them fall into hat ſcan- 
als and hereſies they will, there cannot be a better 
Jy. plan deviſed for them, than to have tlie whole govern- 
rent and diſcipline confined to a particular church, of 
WP ch they are the leaders, and without whom no cen- 
WP ures can be inflicted, nor any diſmiſſion take place. Is 
oc this 
cular church, whom his people muſt obey and ſupport, 
whether 
Thus this ſcheme, which appears ſo very favourable to che 
liberties of the people at firſt view, does in the end ef- 
ectually deſtroy them, and ſubjects the pariſh entirely to 


Z ah miniſter, without any poſſibility of relief, let them 
e ever 


? Is it not reaſonable and ſcriptural, that he 


the way to make every miniſter a pope in his par- 


they have reaſon to like or diſlike him? And 


fo injuriouſly treated. 


D 2. There 

Judſon ſays © jt is no wonder, ſhould this ſ-em to Jowe a 
elohty objeRioa. Pot that it ſhould ſeen fv to any that 
goipel with attention is quite ſtrange. Becauſe it is fo 
ine goſpel, that he that runs may read ; that there was a 
of elders in every church.” Tt is no wouder, vel Guiie | 
What a confiſtent repreſentetion is this ! 
not be ſuppoſed without any ſirange preſumotion, the: Pe. 
ad the new- teſtament with atteation 2 Vet be xp 

: merit 


— _ „ * 
2. There are caſes of difcipline of the utmoſt impot. 
tance, of far greater importance than moſt. of thoſe that 
are tried in civil courts. For the greater part of the caſes Wi 
which are tried in civil courts, only affect the character, WW 
or property of particular perſons. But the caſes af 
church diſcipline affect men's ſpiritual privileges and Ml 
ſtanding in the viſible kingdom of Chriſt, and whole 
churches often intereſt themſelves for ſundry years, and 
indeed generations in their deciſion, There ſhould there. 
fore at leaſt, be as great wiſdom. in the determination of 
Caſes of diſcipline as of any in the world. Now if e 
may believe ſuch as are beit acquainted with the laws of al 
the nation, + and the proceedings of civil courts, it is 
neceflary that a man ſhould devote himſelf to the ſtudy WM 
of the law, and attend courts, fifteen or twenty years, be- 
fore he can be qualified to be a judge. Can we then 
himſelf thus in his note onRev. ii. 1. That there was ene paſtor, wha 
r piefided in each of theſe churches, is indeed evident from the 
„% expreſſion here uied.” And have not the whole Chriſtian world ns 
almoſt. without excepiton been of opinion, that there is only o 
pieaching elder or miniſter crdinarily required in one Chuich ac- 1 
cording to the goſpel, Now when any gentleman tells us, it is h 
plain in the goſpe!, that he that runs may read, that there was 1 nl 
plurality of elders in every church, does not this ſhew he has a grea ny 
Opinion of his own ſopetior ſenſe and penetration n 
His proof is, when they had ordained them el 


| ders in eve, 

* church” —if he had confulred the original, he might have fer Wn 
that :he word ches was not in the text, and that it was a ſingular BR 
Mia 1: expreſfion. Cafalio, and Bexa, who were great criticks in the Gre 
10 language, render it, /ingular ectle/ias, meaning, I ſuppoſe, they o 
da ned elders in the ſeveral churches they planted, viz. one in each, 
5 Is this plurality of preaching elders fo very plain ? Es £m + 
There is reaſon e think fre that text, let the elders, that ru 
© well, be c-vnted worthy of double honour, eſpecially they who la. 
% bout ia word sud in dattrine ;” chat there were elders befices e 
preaching and pichding paſtor in the primitive church, Hence a Wl 
lowing cor tranſlation to be right, * ordained them elders in eve!) 
* church“ it does not certainly prove a plutality of preaching elder! ly 
or miniſters, which is the thing in queſtion, ; = 
Many of the ptimitive chu:ches were very ſmall ; as the church 2 
ſuch a perfon's houſe, What need could there be of a number of 1 
Paſtors to take care of ſuch a ſmall lack as could conveniently mee 
at a private houſe ? Is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that when there 9 
a great demand for miniſters, the harveſt being plenteous, and th! Wy 
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tha think that every well-meaning chriſtian is a proper per- 
aſcs, WW fon to judge and determine in the more important caſes 


cer, of church diſcipline, where the honour of Chriſt, men's 
8 of ſpiritual intereſts, and the proſperity of whole churches 


and are foo deeply concerned? Surely ſuch a judging theſe 
hole moſt important caſes of diſcipline does not appear to be 


and WW: orecable to the dictates of reaſon, or the maxims of com- 
nere- ¶ mon ſenſe. Why then ſhall they be hindered in ſuch dif- 


cult cales to apply for the aſſiſtance of their judicious 


f wel eighbours ? I ſhould be glad for my part that all the 
vs of Wn::mbers of every church had wiſdom and fidelity enough 


o determine the moſt difficult caſes, and rightly to diſcern 
33 both time and judgment. Would to God that all the 
ord's people were prophets, that the feeble were as Da- 
then M id, and David as the angel of the Lord. And it would 


r, wha aboorers ſew, that they were ſtationed, where thee was no uſe. for 
m the hem ? Now if theſe ſmall churches had not a plurality of miniflers, 
woild 


bee is the evidence that the preftice obtained in every church? 
Wee, ſays be, of the eldeis in the church at Jeruſalem ; of the 


ch ac-} Y © elders of the church at Epheſus.” True. But we do not read, 
it is What there was but one fingle worſhipping zNembly in thoſe places. 
was ia the epilile to the Hebrews the apſtic exhorts them to obey rhem 


5 Vat bad the rule cer them. But can any ſober Peiſon really delieve, 
bat all the Hebrews to whom this epiſtle was duedted, made but 
meveif oe wo ſhipping aſſembly ? 0 

ve fect If this be ſuch a plain part of the divine pattern of a goſpel church, 
Ingen * s he roundly aſlerts, it is hopeful he will be kind enough to inform 
Geck 


e world, how ſo many m-nitters can be decently ſopported without 


icy or: Sporcſling the churebes, and what particular fervice each cf them 


n each, old perform. For the people in this country are not much en» 
| lied to ſupport more clergy men than are netesſary. 
lis a little ſtrange that, if this be fo very plain as be repteſents 
who Ja. io be, it ſhould not be abſolutely necefiary to the deing of 2 true 
ices ibe _ "ct, which yet he allows it is got. Por eccording to this, the 
2nCe al. ey plaineft things in the goſpel may be laid zſide in the very make 
evel] op cootticution of a true charch, And why not alſo in the modes of 
elde Wovernment and diſcipline? : ? 
oe defciency of elders, he ſays, is to be ſupplied by calling 
urch 1 in the aſſiſtance of neighbouring elders, in the nature of things aud 
tber of fair deduction from the wore,” But according to him, there was 
y meet eo ſucn deficiercy in the firſt goſpel churches, How then can there 
re Wal =: ny fair deduction ftem the word abcut it ?—As to *« the nature 
ad the of things,” what is this bur to call in c mmon fenſe and COUNCIL 3g 
pouiert lo which he has {ach a great averſion ? When the prefiding elder is 
eiled ard reſuſes to call in any cher, who hull preſide in taking 
uct: a vote? | „„ „ 
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be more deſireable till, if they were all ſo eminently holy | 
as to need neither law nor diſcipline. But will it'anſwer i 
any important end to fancy that they are ſo wiſe, judicious, 
and holy, when it is as clear as the ſun at the noon- day, 5 
that they are not? Or muſt we receive none into the 4 
church but perſons of much ſkill in matters of diſci. 
pline? What then ſhall become of the weak and feeble 
| = of the flock ? Muſt they be caſt our ? Ws 
When we look into the new-teſtament, we find ſundry 1 
accounts, from which it appears that ſome were admitted 
into the apoſtolic churches, who had made no great pro- 
ficiency in knowledge about religion. . We know, chi 5 
© the apoſtle Paul, + that an idol 75 nothing in the world iſ 
and that there is none other God but one---the F ather 
of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lon 
* Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are all things, and we by him 
Howbeit there is not in every man "that knowledge. 3 
for ſore with conſcizace of the idol unto this hour 
+18 cc eat it as a thing offered unto an idol; and their conf 
1 « ſcience being weak is defiled.” Theſe were ſurely i Ml 
Wh norant, weak and ſuperſtitious to a great degree. An 
when one of their members had fallen into inceſt vill 4 
his father's wife, they don't appear to have known tha 
10 he had done much wrong. © Ye are puffed up, ſays ih 1:8 
„ «© gapoſtie, and have not rather mourned, that he ny 
' 9 e hath done this deed might be taken away from among 
you.“ It ſhould ſeern their ſyſtem of diſcipline had nd 1 | 
enumerated the crimes that dejerved it with much exai_l 
nels, as has been hinted under the firſt head of diſcourſch 9 
or they were groſsly ignorant and 1 inattentive, and fo nj 1 
very fit to Judge in cel _ that might bare 1 
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children, ; young me n, and fathe 78. And if we were cu A | 

tully to view the temper and conduct of many memben 1 

we {thould find them too like children, ignorant auff 

weak, unſtable, peeviſh and fretful; while ſome of 4 

farher: by reaſon of age are but poorly qualified to] IG 

in difficult cales. Ir is repreſented in {cripture, as a Heiß 
y judgment to a people, || when children and babes rh j 


#2 Cor, nit, 5=7 & v. f La. fl. ß. 
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over them. It would not be reckoned rational, but con- 
demned as the greateſt abſurdity for a civil government 


to appoint thoſe for judges who are literally or metapho- 
rically children. The very young or the extremely old 


are looked upon as diſqualified for ſuch offices. How 


then can they be ſuitable perſons in a church to judge in 


caſes of the greateſt difficulty and importance ? Who is 
there that would leave their houſes or lands to the deter- 


mination of a worſhipping aſſembly, that happen to meet 
together in one place ? And if men would not be wil- 
ling to riſque their temporal property to be determined 


by a common worſhipping aſſembly, why ſhould they 


be deſirous of ſubmitting their ſpiritual privileges to their 


judgment? Why may they not ſubmit ſuch differences 
to the deciſion of their unprejudiced and judicious neigh- 


bours ? e 3 
When God called and appointed men to any parti- 


cular work, buſineſs or office, he always qualified them 


ich abilities to diſcharge it. When he called Saul from 


a private ſtation to be king over Iſrael, he gave him 


another heart, a ſpirit of government. And when Da- 


vid was deſigned for the fame office, he was trained up 
ſome conſiderable time in Saul's court, as well as tried 
with many afflictions, before he aſcended the throne. 
From which we may reaſon thus, that ſince God has not 


qualified church members in general to judge and de- 
termine difficult caſes, he has not appointed them to un- 
dertake and finiſh this important work. | 

But here it is objected that it is groſsly inconſiſtent to 
allow that caſes of ſcandal oazht to be firſt tried in par- 
ticular churches where they fall out, if theſe churches 


be ſuch unſuitable judges, as has been repreſented. 


To this I anſwer, the repreſentation which I have made 


of the churches, is not mine, but that which is given 
N 1 - f 5 8 
In the ſeripture; and every candid perſon who- is ac- 


guainted with a common worſhipping aſſembly, their 
weaknels and prejudice, mult allow, that obſervation and 
experience perfectly agree with the ſcripture deſcription. 

& apoltolic churches fem to have had fome cog- 


Tet th 
AlZance of ſcandale 10 tiny theſe things are inconſiſtent 
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who make the charge, if they profeſs to be chriſtians, are 
obliged to find a ſolution of this difficulty as well as I. 
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vulge ſcandals abroad in the world brings reproach and 


own difficulties, if they can with any tolerable prudence 
and equity. 


make a final deciſion in the moſt important and difficult 


to tell him his fault, and endeavour to reclaim him. Vet 


deciſion of the complaint. 


it not commendable enough for them, and to their cre- 


Fw _. 
is to charge the ſcriptures with inconſiſtency, and "thoſe 


The public peace and reputation of any particular 
To di. 


diſhonour on religion, and commonly does more damage 
to the cauſe of Chriſt; than any deciſion of ſuch matter: 
in this da k and imperfe& world can do good, and ſhould | 
therefore be avoided as much as poſſible. Hence it is | 
ſurely adviſcable for a particular church to heal their 


Ic is better to fuffer ſome wrong, it is in 
many Caſes better to ſuffer a great deal of wrong than to 
be at the trouble and expenſe of getting right to take 
place. Suppoſe then that a church is not qualified to 


caſes of diſcipline where the parties refuſe to be reconcil. 
ed; yet they may try to heal breaches at their firſt be- 
ginning, and accommodate differences that ariſe, and 
endeavour to reclaim offenders. When a brother is of- 
fended he is to take friendly meaſures with the offender 


it will not follow from this, that he may fit in the final 
When a quarrel happens 
among ſchool children in the abſence of their matter, ie 


dit, to make it up if they can among themſelves, with- 
out complaining to their inſtructor? Yet no body, I be- 
lieve, would reckon them very ſkilful judges to deter- 
mine ſuch matters as cannot eaſily be ſettled. ] "A 

2. As there are many church-members who are not | 
qualified in reſpect of wiſdom to judge all eccleſiaſtical 
matters, ſo they are greatly liable to be biaſſed by the 
miſrepreſentations of artful and deſigning men. How Wil 
Ealy is it for a crafty politic man to perſuade ſuch a po- 
pular aflembly that he is ſeeking their beſt gocd, and 
under this pretext influence them to-adopt his meaſures, 
let them be ever ſo pernicious. © Good words and fair 
« ſpeeches decsive the hearts of the ſimple,” How e 
1 * | the 


Pg 


de people who had cried Hoſanna to the Son of David, 
chro the influence of their leaders cry, Away with hit, 
crucify him? 53555 
Bot I need not enlarge on pointing out the many in- 
ular N conveniencies and abſurdities of confining the whole 
0 di. power or authority of deciding all controverſies to the 
and church. The reaſon of mankind never invented and 
nage eſtabliſhed ſuch a fort of government in any nation. 
tters And when any doctrine or practice is pretended to be 
ould upported by ſcripture which is evidently contrary to 
it 1; eaſon, the revelation, which enjoins ſuch a practice, 
their Would be very clear and preciſe. Thus tranſubſtantia-: 
lence A ion being a doctrine contrary to the cleareſt ſenſe, the 
is in Mapiſts who pretend to believe it ſhould have, and be 
an to ¶ ble to produce plain revelation capable of no other in- 
take erpretation, before they can reaſonably urge others to? 
d to Embrace it. And ſince confining the government and 
ficult BWiſcipline cf the church to a common worſhipping aſſem-. 
ncil- ly ſeems inconſiſtent with good order and the great ends 
t be- f government, certainly they who plead for it as of di- 
, and ine inſtitution ſhould produce plain and full proof for 
is of. Wt from revelation. Without this, all the pleas they can 
ender nake for conſcience are vain pretences, ſince nothing can 
Jet ind the conlcience, but the plain laws of God. 

final Here we ſhall be refered to Mat. xviii. 18,20. And 
ppens if he neg lt to hear them, tell it unto the church: but 
ter, je it he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto. thee 
r cre- as an heathen nan and publican.“ | 
with- But to {hc that this paſſage is far from being a plain 
I be- octitution of popular government, and limitting diſci- 
deter- dline to ſuch an atlembly, I muſt obſerve that the mean- 
| ag of the word Cuvrca is not defined nor aſcertained. 
e not Hit. And who can tell who this church is, who accor- 
aſtical ing fo this paſſage were to hear and judge? There was 
»y the er chriſtian church then in the world, nor till ſome 
How Wil 


hoſe 
„ Al 


J. 


onſiderable time after theſe directions were given. The 

a po- poſtles had no idea of what we call a chriſtian church; 

1, and or does it appear that they ever ſeparated entirely from 

ſures, he Jewiſh church, or introduced any other plan of go- 
d fair 

w did 

the 


act and diſcipline than what was practiſed among 
a 5 - the 
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.the Jews with whom hay” were educated, fince J 
repreſents it as a flander, that Paul was ſuppoſed not to 
walk after the cuſtoms. Why then may not our bleſſed 
Lord be underſtood here as referring to and recommend. 
ing the modes of proceeding, which had obtained in that 
church? For he ſpeaks in the preſent tenſe or time, and 
preſcribes to them preſent duty, and directs them how to 
conduct towards their offending brethren with whom 
they had connection. We find our bleſſed Saviout 
giving ſimilar directions in other paſſages which can have 
no immediate reference to the chriſtian church or its wor- 
ſhip. © If thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there 
© remembreſt, that thy brother hath ought againſt thee; 
& leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way, 
&* firſt be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and 
offer thy gift.“ The mention of altar, gift or free-will 
affering, which belonged to the Moſaic ceconomy, clear. 
ly ſhews that this paſſage refers to the methods that were 
to be obſerved by the members of that church. And the i 
phraſe © Let him be to thee, a heathen man, and publi- 
* can,” in like manner ſhould moſt naturally ſeem to 
refer to the cuſtoms that had obtained, and the common 
methods of treating offenders in the Jewiſh church, be- 
cauſe heathens and publicans are not kept at any diſtance 
from the chriſtian church, but had free acceſs by faith in 
2 crucified Redeemer, as well as the moſt regular Jews. 
But theſe directions which our Saviour gave to his difci- WM" 
ples, tho' they had an immediate reference to them as 
members of the Jewiſh church, and the cuſtoms obſcts- Wl 
ed in the Jewiſh ſynagogues with offenders, yet being WE 
maxims of reaſon and prudence recommended by Chriſt, if 
are to be obſerved by all chriſtians. Hence alto the 
cuſtom of the Romans has, I believe, been adopted by [ 
all chriſtian churches, viz, It is not the manner of th* IF 
Romans to deliver any one to die, before that he which 
« 1s accuſed, have the accuſers face to face, and have 
licence to anſwer for himſelf concerning the crime laid 
<« againſt him.” For Chriſt only reproved and rejected 
the cuſtoms and traditions that tended to make void 
the law. : . =_ 
VHS . On 
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nes on this which appears to be a natural and eaſy inter- 
to U retation of the paſſage under conſideration; the word 
Td C:vrcs muſt mean that body of men among the Jews, 
nd. Who had proper cognizance of ſuch complaints. The. 
hat N poſtles knew who theſe were, and needed no deſcription 
and f them, and it appears to be taken for granted in the 
7 to Paſfage that this word was well underſtood by them, 
om ince without this, the direction could have been but of 
out ttle advantage to them.---And hence we may obſerve, 
ave lat the apoſtles ſubmitted, when they were accuſed to 
or- ie Jewiſh councils, and never put in any plea againſt 
1ere ee juriſdiction of the court. They did not indeed think 
ce; iat they were bound in conſcience to ſubmit to their de- 
ray, Wc rioination, but judged they ought to obey God rather 
and han man or council. But they never refuſed to appear 


Wctore them, and malte their defence, which ſhews they 
ad no exception againſt the conſtitution of the court, 
nd methods of proceeding in the Jewiſh church. 

But if I ſhould allow for arguments ſake, that the word 
hurch in this paſſage refers to the chriſtian church, and 


| to rcans the worthipping aſſembly, as it does in ſome pla- 
mon es, muſt it not then follow, that it comprehends women 
be- ad children as well as men, ſince they make a large part 
ance f the worſhipping congregation that meet in one place, 
th in nd by neceſſary conſequence that it contains a commiſſi- 


: dn for all of them, one as much as another, to be judges 
Wn all caſes of diſcipline ? Shall it be ſaid we muſt conſult 


1 some other paſſages, where we ſhall find them excluded? 
ſetv. would reply that upon this ſuppoſition, it appears that 
cing his celebrated text is far from being determinate in de- 
ariſt, M cribing that body to whom diſcipline is committed. 
the nd 1 would further obſerve, chat when the apoſtle ſays 
by Let your women keep filence in the churches,” he 
f the oes not appear to have any reference to matters of diſ- 
hich ME ipline, but to public teaching, ſo that this prohibition 
have es not hinder their judging, ſince it refers to a very 
laid WE fierent thing. And fince women are judged as well as 
ected men, why may not they be allowed to hear, reaſon, and 
void adge in ſuch inſtances, if not in all? And if Chriſt has 


ep pointed chem to this office, ſurely it cannot with any 
| E 1 propriety 
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propriety be'termed a uturpation of authority, ince they 
have a divine warrant. And then it is no matter how | 


Sm 


contrary to reaſon and common ſenſe.---But'if it were i .« 
certain that women are excluded by this paſſage, as it is Ml .t 
not, yet ſtill the male children belong to the church, and 
the boys commonly are a conſiderable number of the 
worſhipping aſſembly. And where is there any thing in WA .1 
all the new teſtament that excludes them, or ſhews to | } 
what age they ſhould be excluded ?---Muſt not thoſe wh 
are higheſt for the right and power of the worſhipping WW + 
aſſembly have recourſe to the maxims of reaſon and 8 1 
vernment, which have been diſcovered by experience in 7 
the management of caſes, unleſs they will run into the -* 
wildeſt extravagancies in the very forming of their judi-Wl ;f 
cial body, notwichſtanding all their pretences to plain -F 
goſpel rule? 5 x 
I would further beg leave to afk ſuch, where they find f. 
the word Chugck uſed in the goſpel to ſignify only the if 
brethren who are, as we ſpeak, in full communion ?M if! 
Theſe among us are often not a quarter part of the il 
church, and ſometimes. not above a tenth. Now if the ++ 
right and power of judging be committed to the church, * 
how core theſe few to aſſume it all to themſelves? It 
the commiſſion to this excluſive church of exerciſing go- 4 
vernment and diſcipline clear and indubitable from the © 
new teſtament ? For ſuch as forſake our eccleſiaſtical 1 
conſtitution, and renounce all connection with councils A. 
as unſcriptural, ſhoulq, to be conſiſtent with themſelves, di 
find another eccleſiaſtical body inveſted with authority cl 
from the gotpe}, to exerciſe government and difcipline. ll :<< 
What prudence, or conicience, can direct men to ſept] le 
rate from one church, and join with another equally 
unſcriptural ? | BG 
Should it be ſaid that the apoſtle directed the church al 
at Corinth to put away from among themſelves the per- = 
ſon who wes guilty of inceſt, I would aſk how it appear = 
that this direction was given only to the brethren in full 0 
communion ?---Does this direction glve any deſcription - 


of the church by which we can know to whom govern. 
ment and diſcipline is committed ?---There were at leaſt 


: f oy 1 : * bs x” "+ 2 
do churches at Cotintb. "The gegen might be, for 
any thing that APPEATS, to the preſpytery or conſociatiqn 
of theſe churches.---But admitting a particular church 
to de meant, this is perfectly conſiſtent with the platform, 


and cle. ractice A our conſoclated churches. in this calo- 


ny. The chucch at Corinth, to Which this ingeſtuous 
perſon belonged, endeayoured to reclaim him, as our 


Particular churches where ſcandals happen always do, 
and their labours were ſuccęſsful, ſo chat there was go 
need of any furcher ſteps to be taken with-him only tog. 
W fore him. He was truly penitent in che end, and did 


not deſire any appeal from their judgment. But how does 


| 'this prove, that the right of diſcipline is confined to a 


particular church? It begins there. But how does it 157 | 
Pear that it mult end there, when things cannot be.ſertled 
to edification ? If particular charches cauld always be io 
ſucceſsful in reclaiming offenders, and. ſettling their dif- 
iculties, there would be no need of councils.” But when 

they have tried all their be endeavours, and things graw * 
worſe and worſe, mult they break to pieces and diftulye, 
rather than. ſubmit their differences. to. their unprejudiced 

and underſtanding neighbours? xi 
There was a doctrine advanecd by ſome who came to 
Antioch, which occaſioned no {mall diſſenſion and diſputa- 

tion, and after their beſt endeavours could not be ſertkd to 

latis faction, tho they had the apoſtles Paul and Barnabas 
among them at that time when it happened. Well, how 

did they proceed in this difficult cauic ? Did that particular 


church inſiſt upon their right to determine that welghlity 


controverſy ? No, they applied to the church at -Jeruſa- 
lem for their opinion about this queſtion, that their deter- 
mination and influence might ſettle it to the general ſa- 
tistaction of all concerned. Had they been only intent, 
about what was the truth and right in the matter, Paul 
and Barnabas, who were divincly inſpired, and on the ſpot, 
when the controverſy aroſe, could have reſolved it as 
well as the church of Jeruſalem. But they were deſirous 
of removing all jealouſies and difficulties by the concur- 
rence of all the apoſtles and elders, and their mother 
church. Aud hence when this queſtion was laid before 


the 1g 
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can be of no ſervice to the Holy Ghoſt in giving forth 


Ing and reaſoning on the matters laid before them, and (oi 
drew up their opinion or judgment. And tho' they la 


to his miniſters and churches thus convened, and not d 


cCulties; yet it were eaſy to ſhew that they have done 


| 38 5 ; 
the church at e Ka did not like Daniel at his 
companions in the caſe of Nebuchadnezzar's dream, look 
for divine inſpiration to anſwer and reſolve it, for then 
there would have been no need to have conſidered and 
reaſoned upon the matter. Theſe things may afford light] 
to men, and enable them to draw up a wiſe judgment, by 
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truth by immediate revelation.” The apoſtles and elden 
and brethren therefore, who met in this council at Jeruſs y 
lem proceeded, as all wile councils ſhould, by confider. Wl 


in their determination, It ſeemed good to the Hol 2 
Ghoit and to us,” &c. This is to be underſtood of tha 
general guidance and influence, which God has Promiſe : 


0 6 wy, =», no 9 


hy 


immediate inſpiration for the reaſons already mentioned 
The Lord Tefus Chriſt has promiſed that he will be witli 
all his miniſters alway even unto the end of the world 
viz, By his holy Spirit. But ſurely he is not with then 
by way of immediate inſpiration, that having long final 
ceaſed, Yet he leads and guides them and his peopk 
into the truth. And thus he led and directed ther 
poſt les, elders and church at Jeruſalem to come into fuel 
a wiſe concluſion after a full hearing and deliberation. 
And hence the church of Chriſt encourzged by the hap 
py ſucceſs of this firſt council at Jeruſalem, and folio 
ing their example, have looked upon themſelves as wil 
ranted not only by the reaſon of things which ſhould off 
itſelf ſeem quite ſufficient, in ſuch a plain caſe, but all 
by divine partern to have and call councils in great and 
important caſes. And tho* councils have not been i 
wite and judicious as this at Jeruſalem, which conſiſted 
of the apoſtles and elders ; nor their judgment and opint 
on always attended with equal unanimity among them. 
ſelves, nor followed with ſuch happy ſucceſs in healing dit 
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great deal of good when conducted with moderation and 
prudence ; have trequently afforded light 3 in difficult ant 
perplext 
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W perplexed caſes, and prevented churches from breaking 
to picces.--As for the pretence, that judgments of councils 
bpind the conſcience, and are a grievous impoſition on the 
members of Chriſt, it appears to me to be a great miſ- 
take, and this objection, if it be juſt, may be urged with 


= equal force againſt the judgment of a particular church, 
and indeed with more, fince they are more likely to be 


” | deficient in wiſdom, and more liable to be biaſſed and in- 


auvenced by deſigning men, and prejudices, and fo to 


give unrighteous judgment. Now if the unrighteous 
Judgment of a church does not bind the conſcience, how | 
W comes it to be imagined that the opinion or determinati- 


on ofa council can acquire this ſtrange and unaccounta- 


ble authority? 1 may ſafely declare in behalf of the con- 
ſociation of this diſtrict, that we.aſpire after no ſuch 
power, and aim not at any high claims and ſtretches of 
authority, but would be contented with the very loweſt, 

knowing that this is moſt likely to promote the edi- 
fication of the churches. : 5 
And now to draw to a concluſion and make applica- 
tion of this diſcourſe, let me entreat this church, eſpeci- 


WT ally thoſe of you, who have renounced the eccleſiaſtical 


conſtitution on which you have ſubſiſted, and acted ever 
ſince you were a church, to review your conduct ; and 
if you truſt to yourſelves, that you are Chriſt's, to be ſo 
candid and charitable as to think this again, that as you 
are Chriſt's, even ſo are we Chriſt's miniſters and church- 

es. In whatever light you review and conſider your con- 
duct, we think, you may ſee many reaſons to convince 
you, that you have taken at leaſt an imprudent ſtep, and 
acted inconſiſtent with the relation you have fo long ſuſ- 
tained tothe confociation, and, ſo far as we can judge 
| from what appears, with your own future peace and 

ſafety. If the conſociation of churches be agreeable to 
that connection, which according to reaſon, the nature of 
ſocieties of the ſame kind, and the general rules of the goſ- 
pel ought to ſubſiſt between ſiſter-churches, and requiſite 
— maintain the government, and execute the las of 
8 UTI s kingdom in many difficult and important in- 
Ladces, 1 need not fay how unbecoming and irregular 

| your 


your conduct has been, how offenſive to our Somme \ 
Fe well as injurious and grievous to your brethra i 


But if you were to view the Say: Brock agreement mer WM 
Iy as a conſtitution founded on principles of human p 
dence, yet as it had been, on mature deliberation c 
into by the miniſters and churches, of Chriſt of this col. 
ny, in general; as it had obtained the approbation uM 
ſanction of the legiſlature ; and as yaw yourſelves 


been ſettled on that plan, and ſundry times delivered ff 
great. difficulties by adhering to and acting upon 
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Aurely you had great reaſon to think it was calculated fa 
. Your edification and not your deſtruction ; and it ove 
not to have been rejected by you without a more thor F 
Ancerſtanding of it, and more deliberate 'conſideratgn 
'' + and advice, than it appears you have acted upon in th 
Jour renouncing it. To renounce eee e. 7 
| fſititution through jealouſies of its infringing your chill 
1 tian liberties, which pretences, if they were thoroughly 
examined, would moſt probably appear to all unpre-· 
„ diced perſons to be without foundation, can never b 
1 reckoned a prudent proceeding; and eſpecially if thi 
bl, lame objection lies with equal or greater force again 
I; the ſcheme of government and diſcipline you have i 
=: dopted. | Dk : 
Il But if you ſhould even plead in your own vindication 
[| | that you look upon the platform an unlawful combinatl 
on, derogatory to the honour of Chriſt, and inconſiſtent 
-with the rights and privileges of particular churches 
how can you juſtify your conduct, even on this ſuppol-M 
tion, to God or to the world in breaking off from-ta 
conſociation in the manner you have done? You hal r 
entred into an agreement with us on this plan, taking it fu 
f granted, that it was agreeable to reaſon and the general 
H kules and pattern of the goſpel, and till of late you hav 
acted upon ir. Now as our connection was the reſult of 
mutual agreement, to afford mutual aſſiſtance and light 
to one another; if you doubted the lawfulneſs of conti 
nuing in this connection, ought you not to have com. 
municated your ſcruples to us, that we might have had 
an opportunity to have removed them, or you to halt 
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Mon n vinced us of our 1 and if this could not Be 
mc. to have aſked a diſmiſſion that the relation might 
5 oe been diſſolved by mutual conſent? And till this 
ethod had been taken, do you ſeriouſly think, that you 
Would rend yourſelves off from us by any vote or reſolu- 
on of your own, without being guilty of breach of co-— 
tant? Was it not ſoon enough to have thus rent your- 


hat vc off when we had refuſed you a diſmiſſion ?---It de- 
ron ves your mature conſideration, whether ſuch a breach 
aer covenant on your part be not aggravated with great 
fr: oraticude ? All the churches of this diſtrict have, we 
2 Lppoſe, received great benefit by their being united in 
ag onſociation, but perhaps not one of them has had more 
mag mporrant occaſions to apply tor relief and aſſiſtance than 
thy ou have had. At three different times you have been 
cn ſuch an unhappy ſituation, that the removal of your 
rl. aaſtor was found neceſſary to your peace and edification, 
ghly f not to your very exiſtence. At each of theſe ſeaſons 
5 f great difficulty and danger, as' J have been credibly 
r bel 


Informed, you earneſtly called for, and received help and 
eeliverance from the confociation, and thankfully ac- 
Wknowledged the aſſiſtance thus afforded. And now let 
me aſk you, Have you forgotten thele dangers and diſ- 
treſſes, and the way in which you obtained deliverance ? 
Have not your ſiſter churches a right to expect the 
W ke aſſiſtance from you in any difficulties they may meet 


ten wich? And can you thus affiſt them without revoking 
chen your late vote p. Are you ſecure againft as great diſtreſſes 
pol. of the fame, or ſome other kind? And can you imagine 
| tie that in ſuch a caſe you could be ſafe on that independent 
had Plan of government you have lately adopted? Has not 
it fuß this chene of government involved churches in diviſions 
nepal and conruſions, which have often ended in their diſſolu- 
oo uon? And mutt not this neceſſarily be the event in this 
1 | 


V 2 C - 5 * 
Wear and imperfect ſtate, when differences ariſe between 


light perſons, who have large connections and great influence 
onti- in the church? Or when the paſtor falls into hereſy, or 
0, ſcandalous immorality ? 

ha 


In one of the inſtances referred to, your paſtor de- 
Elared, as probably ſome of you may remember, that he 
| „ could 


churches with which you were united in conſociati. 
bn. They convened in council, and judged and decla. 


| 40 „ 
could no longer 4G in the miniſterial office on the 
foot of preſbyterian ordination, and yet was deſirous of 
continuing in his relation to you. He therefore propo. 
ſed to obtain epiſcopal ordination, and continue your 
paſtor. In theſe circumſtances, you of yourſelves knew 
not what to do, but you applied for help to the 


red, that the paſtoral relation between him“ and you 
ought to be diſſolved; and it was thereby diffolved , a 
and it was by virtue, and in conſequence of this judg. Wil 
ment of council, that you were no longer obliged to own 
and treat him as your paſtor. And it was alto on this 
judgment you acted in ſettling another miniſter. Now, 
brethren, let me ſeriouſly entreat and beteech you to 
conſider what an unhappy ſituation you mult bring your. 
ſelves into by renouncing conſociational government and 
diſcipline as unſcriptural and unlawful. For will it not 
follow from thence, that the aforeſaid judgment of coun- 
cil in diſſolving the relation between you and your for. 
mer paſtor was given by an unſcriptural body, who had 
no ſort ot right to judge in the matter, and therefore 1s 
abſolutely null and void according to the goſpel ?---That 
all your actions grounded upon it are © contrary to the 
new-teſtament, and an approbation of the uſurped power 
of councils ?---And that the gentleman referred ro was 
never according to the laws of Chrift's kingdom diſmiſſed i 
from his ſacred relation to you, bur ſtill continues your 
rightful paſtor, whom you ought to reverence and obey 
in that character ?---That thole who have ſince that time 
acted as your miniſters, have wrongfully intruded into 
the office of another ?---That the church in New-|f 
town, has for forty years lived in a ſtate of ſchiſm, or i 
ſinful ſeparation from their lawful paſtor ? Theſe are 
terrible conſequences indeed, and it concerns you to con- 
fider, whether they do not fairly follow from your perſiſt- 
ing in the meaſures you ſeem inclined to adopt. 
Thus being called in duty to ſpeak to you on this me- 
lancholy occaion, I have endeavoured in brotherly love 
and Kindneis, yer with plainneſs, to repreſent to you ſome 
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of the reaſons, why I cannot think your plan of govern⸗ 


he 
of ent and diſcipline agreeable to reaſon or ſcripture, and 


Point out ſome of the bad conſequences of your renounc- 
Ing the conſociation. It is with rief and reluctancy that 
Wave prevailed with mylelf to uſe ſo much plainneſs. God 
WK nows that I have the higheſt regard for your reverend 
aſtor, and this church, and I hope; you will conſider 


ich all due candour what has been ſpoken in fincerity 
ad. love. Wt 
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in the knowledge of God, and the duties of natural rel. 


ſervation on the tempers of mankind, and exerciſe theit 


and exerciſing juſtice upon criminals. Hence ſundry d 


# 


T is well known to all who are tolerably acquainted Je 
with the hiftory of thoſe nations, who did not enjoy go 
divine revelation, that they loft in a great meaſure all ra. 
tional ideas of the bleſſed Gon, his glorious perfection, Wh: 
his holy will, and funk into the aroffeſt idolatries; and Nof 
in many inſtances practiſed the moſt horrid crimes with. 
out remorſe. Revelation was needinl to inſtruct them 


gion. The light indeed ſhone in darkneſs, but the dark. 
neſs did not comprehend it. But with regard to any 
method of reconciliation with God, this was entirely be. 
yond their reach. None but Gd could reveal, how he to 
could be juſt, and yet the Juſtifier of thoſe who believe 
in Jelus. Evangelical duties which we owe to the Lord por 
Jeſus Chriſt, and which are to be performed thro? the 
aids of the Holy Spirit, are therefore another moſt im- 
portant part of divine revelation, * *'* l 

The cafe was very different with regard to government, 
There are ſo many diſorders and groſs enormities com. 
mitted among all nations, that they could not poſſibly 
ſuhſiſt without government. They were therefore forced 
to fall upon ſome plan or other, and to make much ob- 


reaſon about bringing controverſies to an equitable ſy, 
the heathen nations, who were greatly ignorant of the 
true God, and lived in the practice of many horrid abo. 
minations, were very ſkilful in government, as appear 
from their ſy ſtems of juris-prudence, Which have beet 
handed down to us. Government is from God, it b 
agreeable to his will that there ſhould be government, 
ſince without it, the public peace cannot be preſerved, 
nor juſtice adminiſtred. But the particular forms of 
government, and the modes of bringing controverſies to 


an iſſue, are greatly left to human prudence, And hence 
the method of appointing judges and appeals eyen mw 


— 


* i 1 
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the Jews, ſeems rather to have been firſt ſuggeſted by 
common ſenſe, according to Fethrs's advice, than from 
immediate inſpiration, unleſs we ſhould imagine that 
Jethro was immediately inſpired, for which I know of no 
good reaſon, Compare Exod, xvili. with Deut. 1. 
The great end of all government and diſcipline, whe- 
ther in church or ſtate, is to preſerve the peace and health 
of the body, and where that cannot be done without de- 
ciding controverſies, to decide them in the beſt manner, 
that juſtice may be done, and peace and good order re- 
ſtored. And if theſe important ends are obtained, what 
great matter is it what the form of government or mode 
of proceeding be? That form of government and mode 
df proceeding is doubtleſs beſt, which is beſt calculated 
to attain theſe ends. f 5 
Since therefore mankind were ſo well acquainted with 
Wovernment in general, and the methods of trying cauſes 


ind adminiſtring juſtice, the great King and Head of the 
hurch found it neceffary to give only a fe rules, or to 
ecommend ſome of thoſe which had obtained according 
o common ſenſe and reaſon, © leaving room (as is grant- 
ed) for the uſe of a diſcretionary prudence in the 
church.“ Theſe general rules, I allow, plainly enough 
orbid the popiſh and prelatical forms of government, 
nd, I think, reaſon is as much againſt them as ſcripture. 
or the enormous power and juriſdiftion of popes and 
relates appear not to be deviſed for the happineſs and 
roſperity of the church, but for the wealth and grandeur 
i a tew overgrown clergymen, The pride and ambiti- 
n, the folly and ſuperſtition of the Romiſo clergy do not 
oceed from their cloſe adherence to common tenſe and 
ittan prudence ; but to their paying ſo little regard 
p them, and ſetting up, as ſome others alio do, tor 4 
vine patent or right to ſupport them. Time has been 
hen ſuch pretended warrants from heaven have been 
lieved by the chriſtian nations wichout examination; in 
polition to common ſenſe and reafon. But bleſſed be 
0d, thoſe days of ignorance are near an end. Common 
nie begins to gain ground in philoſophy in ſpite of all 
+ Jargon and cobwebs of metapbylicks, 1 he divine 
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Tight of civil government has been fully examined. Ang} 


trary to one another ? Revelation may, and indeed doe 
teach us things beyond our reaſon, but not contrary to 


thing to invent rites and ceremonies with the papili 


| 

| 
S 
86 


volumes, beyond what could have been read or remei 
bred, ke has recommended it to us to conſult our Of 
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whoever pretends ſuch a high claim for the peculiaritie 
of his particular church, doctrine, government, or diſc; 
Pline, muſt expect to bring full proof, let him be papig 
or proteſtant, an epiſcopalian, a preſbyterian, or an inde. 
pendent. EL gs 1 4 

Since common ſens and reaſon are the gift of God, 
well as revelation, is it not evident they cannot be co. 


If any gentleman imagines that injunction of our bl 
{ed Lord, Teaching them to oblerve all things, wha 
** ſoever I have commanded you,” militates againſt why 
I have advanced in my ſermon, I would aſk him, whethy 
he can ſeriouſly think that Chriſt has forbidden us to a 
erciſe our reaſon in ſuch matters as I had in view ? Wi 
any plead for a government-and diſcipline in the churd 
that 1s contrary to common ſenſe and reaſon ? Or thati 
to be eee without any regard to them? How ſb 
we know what is for edification, and not for deſtruttiu 
without conſulting our conſcience and reaſon ?---It is 


which have no foundation in ſcripture, ſenſe, nor real 
and another to put the general directions Chriſt has gin 
us in execution according to the beſt of our judgme 
What ſober diſſenter has denied this latter? 
It is ſomewhat ſtrange, that any ſhould be ſo greatl 
alarmed at common ſenſe and reaſon in ſuch things a 
referred to in my ſermon, when they might have knowl 
that our Saviour was ſo far from torbidding us, that 
has expreſsly referred us to. conſult them in various ml 
ters of moral conduct. Therefore all things what 
% ever ye would that men ſhould do unto you, do i 
« even ſo unto them, for this is the law and the pi 
e phets.” Thus inſtead of multiplying laws, provil 
and exceptions for all the various circumſtances, 
occur in human life, which would have filled many fol 


eonſcignce, and reafon, and feeling, and do to others! 
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we could reaſonably deſire them to. do to 


us. Theapoſ- 


| tle has a general reference to the ſame guides in the fol-. 


lowing ſummary of our duty. © Finally, brethren, 
« whatſoever things are true, whatſoever things are ho- 
« neſt, whatſoever things are Juſt, whatſoever things are 
„ pure, whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever things 
$ are of good report, if there be any virtue, if there be 
e any praiſe, think on theſe things. A 
It was deſervedly looked upon as one of the chief 
ic excellencies of the Perfian laws, that they did not fo 
* much deſign the puniſhmant of vice, as the uſing 
* means to prevent the commiſſion of it; that by a care- 


ful education of youth, in the principles of virtue and 


e morality, they took away the cauſe of all inordinate 
« deſires and affections, and rendered their duty ſo fami- 
& Jar, and habitual to them, that they had no need of 
c thoſe terrible tortures, and bloody executions, where- 
by other lawgivers frighted their ſubjects into obedi- 
c ence.” With how nrach more propriety may this be 
ſaid of the goſpel of Chriſt, the Prince of Peace? In his 

reign it was foretold that © The wolf ſhall dwell with the 
“ Jamb, and the leopard ſhall lie down with the kid, and 


4 


the calf, and the young lion, and the fatling together, 
ive * and a little child ſhall lead them. And the cow and 


the bear ſhall feed, their young ones ſhall lie down to- 
„ gether: and the lion ſhall eat ſtraw like the ax, And 
* the ſucking child ſhall play on the hole of the aſp, 
sand the weaned child ſhall put his hand on the cocka- 
* trice den. They ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all my 
* holy mountain : for the earth ſhall be full of the know- 
* ledge of the Log, as the waters cover the ſea.” How 
much happier, than to have the church and world full 
of church canons and diſcipline ? It is the law of the 
ſpirit of life, in Chriſt Jeſus, that makes perſons free 

trom the law of ſin and death. | 
It being then the great deſign of the goſpel diſpenſa- 
tion to bring men to ſuch a divine temper, that they 
| thould need no diſcipline or government, but their own 
benevolent and holy difpoſitior, may further account for 
thfre being fo little faid about theſe things in the new 
„ „„ teſtament 
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For if men who exJoy this excellent reyel; 
tion will not be influenced by its divine arguments and ff 
motives, it is at leaſt very doubtful, whether they will be 
much influenced by the force and terror of church gg. 
-yernment and diſcipline. And we find in fact but very 
few happy effects, that follow the adminiſtration of dif. 
\cipline. The moſt learned Mr. Seiden, who, if I remem. 
ber right, was a member of the famous Weſtminſter af. 
ſembly, delivered his opinion againſt all ſuſpenſions and 
excommunications to this effect, Thar for four thou- 
„ ſand years there was no law to ſuſpend perſons from 
e religious exerciſes. Strangers, indeed, were kept from 
„the paſſover, but they were Pagans, and not of the 
„ Jewiſh religion. The queſtion is not now for keep- ce 
“ ing away pagans in times of chriſtianity, but proteſ. 
"1 e tants from proteſtant worſhip. No divine can ſhey 
Wl, that there is any ſuch command as this to ſuſpend 
ws from the ſacrament. No man is kept from the ſacra- 
« ment eo nomine, becauſe he is guilty of any fin, by the 
<6: conſtitution of the reformed churches, or becauſe he 
* has not made ſatisfaction. Every man is a ſinner; 
„ the difference is only, that one is in private and the 
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other in public. Dic eccleſiæ in St. Matthew were 


the courts of law Which then ſat at Jeruſalem. No 
man can ſhew any excommunication *till the pope's 


1 & Victor and Zephorinus (two hundred years after Chriſt) tt 
5 « firſt began to uſe them upon private qua: rels, whereby Wit! 
my eit appears that excommunication is an human inventi- r 
1 on, taken from the Heathens.” See Neal's hiſt. purit. n 
. vol. 11. 224. . 5 5 1 
"tk However I cannot but think that diſcipline is counte- b 
5 nanced by the goſpel, and {ome general rules given about 

(i it, as has been repreſented in the preceeding diſcoutſe. But 


thoſe who are ſo zealous about the modes of diſcipline, 
and the perions by whom it is to be adminiſtred, as to 
rend and tear their churches to pieces for the peculiarities 
they fancy, may be as profitably employed in ſearching 
into the divine warrant for this controverted matter, ſince 
ſome of the moſt learned and beſt men in the chriſtian 
world have been to confident that the whole of it was of 
. re don nat ene ORIN pop 
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popiſh or human invention. Whether that celebrated- 


H{ ++ 0 


I ber in the parable of the good Samaratan, we ſhall find 
no very ſtrong reaſon to limit this method of proceeding,” 
W only. to thoſe who are our brethren in full communion, 
or at leaſt that this is not ſo evident as not to admit of 
b Sos | 52 85 
The ſecond direction is, If he will not hear thee, 
take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of, 
two or three witneſſes every word may be eſtabliſhed,” 


e's Does this refer to all ſorts of treſpaſſes and crimes, he- 
it) cher ſecret, or known only tb ſome few ? If to a crime 
by that is only known to the accuſer and the accuſed, is it? 
tle 


right to divulge it before two or three witneſſes? May. 
not an action of defamation lie againſt the accuſer for 
Ipreading the ſcandalous report? And what can theſe 


te- brethren, who are called in, teſtify and prove about the 
hut crime charged upon their brother? Can they teſtify any! 
ut more chan that ſucli an accuſation was laid againſt their 
ne, brother, whegher juſtly or not, in caſe he denies, they 

to cannot cell? And is this any proof at all of the perſon's 

ies being guilty, ſince there are many falſe accuſations laid, 
ng aganſt che molt innocent perſons ? The nature of offences 
1CE 5 not deſcribed here, nor what proof and evidence is re- 
3 quilite for the conviction of an offender. There are va- 
o 85 , | 


rious inſtances wherein 3 confeſs the ff 
alledged againſt them, but ſay they had g 
as they did ; or that rho? it was wrong in ſome meaſur 
yet not in ſuch manner and form and degree, as to ex 
poſe them to the cenſures and diſcipline of the church 
There is nothing ſaid in this paſſage about perſons cope 


feſſion, and how far, and in what circumſtances, it hoy 


be looked upon as ſufficient evidence. It is generally 


looked upon as evidence againſt a perſon, yet in the fu 
mous caſe of witchcraft, when the country came to the 


exerciſe of common ſenſe and reaſon, it was diſregarded 


And there are many inſtances wherein a perſon's corifeſh. 
on ſhould not be looked on as any evidence againſt him 
And how ſhall we do in all ſuch caſes without having 


recourſe to common ſenſe and reaſon ? And what ſn 


we do with perſons papers, or writings, when they an | 


Produced as evidence, as ſometimes happens? 


We are referred to x Cor. v. 1s. If any man chat is 
“called a brother, be a fornicator, covetous, or an ide 
e later, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner, with 


< ſuch an one, no not to eat.” Here, ſays Mr. Judſon, 


is given an expreſs enumeration of ſeveral kinds of trim; 


under the one or the other of which are included moſt of the ſean: 
dalous crimes that mankind are incident unto. The moſt dl 
a thing is a little more than halt. Moſt of the ſcandz 
lous crimes that mankind are incident unto, is but alit 
tle more than half, Thus his expreſs enumeration is 


very imperfect one. If a man owe this gentleman a hun- 


dred pounds, would he be contented if he paid him fixty? 
Yet certainly the debtor might plead he had paid the 
moſt of the ſum. He would be apt to think ſuch a deb- 
tor did not accuſtom himſelf, if he could believe him t9 
be really in earneſt, to much preciſion and exactneſs in 
the payment of his debts. | 

But if this enumeration were complete which is not 
pretended, I would aſk, whether the ſeveral degrees of the 
crimes which are cenſurable are expreſsly pointed out! 
This gentleman will certainly not confine fornication i8 
the groſs act, becauſe our Saviour has determined others 
wiſe, All fooliſh jeſting is doubtleſs forbidden, 85 
ET - + W 
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from the diſtant double entendre, that will ſcarcely raſſe K 
bluſh in the modeſt fair, to the obſcene talk of the lewd 
debauchee that, is ſhocking to every chaſte perſon, there 


od FR many intermediate degrees! Now what are the dif. - 
ul ferent degrees of diſcipline to be inflited for theſe- dife | 
0n- ferent degrees of this ſin?? e 
ala What is covetouſneſs-? There are very different opi- 
ay nions about this, according to mens different tempers 
ths and educations. What one man calls frugality, an a 
the neceſſary care of his family, another calls covetouſneſs. 


A perſon educated in generous principles is ready to look 
on every little narrow-ſouled action to be covetouſneſs, 
a while others look upon ſuch generous perſons to be laviſh 
and prodigal. What then is covetouſneſs, that degree 
of covetouſneſs, for which a man ought to be excluded 
from communion ? And how ſhall a man be convicted ' 
„of it by proper witneſſes ? 2 r 
= Dr. Cotton Mather was one of the moſt learned and 
BY pious divines that New-England ever produced. But 
being a gentleman of wit, and having a great averſion to 
tobacco, in giving advice to a candidate, if I remember 
right, he ſays, © If ſmoakers entice thee, conſent thou 
* not.” This, in the opinion of many, was making too 
free with the holy ſcriptures, and fo according to the aſ- 
ſembly of divines, a breach of the third command. And 
I can tell my replier of a grave divine, who, when one ＋ 
his brethren, who profeſſed to adhere to Say-Brook I k- 

form, attempted, as the ſaid divine imagined by miſtake 
to defend it on a different footing from what he ſu poſed | 

the compilers did, with apparent alluſion tq ſome of the 
moſt folemn paſſages of ſcripture, broke out into the 
| following vehement exclamation, © Be aſtoniſhed ye hea- 
vens, and wonder O earth at this!“ Perhaps ſuch 
WO ſolemn ſcripture expreſſions were never introduced on a 
thi | more trifling occaſion. How far Mr. Judſon may thin 
un ſuch flips of great and good men deierve diſcipline, 1 
out ſhall not preſume to determine. But query, what is 

wy railing? What degrees of it are cenſurable? HD 
e Mr. Judſon quotes ſome other texts, and concludes 
thus, Every man therefore that lives in the open viola- 
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. | 
Fe ion & dr EX is to be noted, and his cont 
« pany. avoided 1 in all matters of ſpecial chriſtian fellow 
„ ſhip.” But this manner of treating the matter does 
not determine the degrees of the crime that are cenſut. 
able, nor how open the violation muſt be in order toe, 
poſe 2 man to diſcipline. How ſhall we find this out 
without having rcourle to common ſenſe and che 
pradence ? 
A man that is an a after the Eft aha 8 
ee admonition, reject.” Under wbich Jays Mr. Judſon, 
all ſcandalous damnable error is included. But what is ſean, 
dalous and damnable error? Is every error and miſtake 
ſcandalous and damnable ? Is every depree of error and 
miſtake ſcandalous and damnable ? If not, point out with 
preciſion what errors are not ſcandalous and damnable 
and which are, i. e. at leaſt excommunicable. - - 
We are directed, upon the two firſt ſteps failing of {vi 
. ceſs, to take a third, « Tell it to the church. But who 
the church is to whom we are to tell it, we are not told in 
this paſſage; and I do not find that Mr. Judſon has de 
termined from - -{cripture with any tolerable preciſion, 
who the church is, that ought to-fit, hear and judge, tho! 
he has been often requeſted to ſpeak plain and determi. 
nate, and acknowleges he had a loud call from! God th 
conſider this Matter. P. x, dl 
He allows, p. 17. that baptized, Glen belong. 
the church, but under the wing of the ir parents, h | 
ce att for them until they come of age capable of acting 
ce for themſelves.” But has the gofpel fixed this age 2-3 
As to females, he ſays, © If they cannot ſilently concur! 
&© with what the male members act, they have moſt cet 
ee tainly a right SOME WAY to make known their griert 
4% ances.” A right ſome way to make known ther 
grievances is a moſt vague manner of expreſſion, which 
probably would not have been uſed, if the replier had had 
any clear and determinate ideas about his church, and 
could have fairly removed the objection bro't againſt him 
The queſtion under conſideration is, Who is tha 
church who are expreſsly commiſſioned by the Lord Je. 


Tus Chriſt to hear complaints, and witneſſes, reaſon * 
4 


- 


te matter, and acquit or condemn ? The accounts Mr, 
Judſon gives of the church are various. Sometimes it 
comprehends all baptized perſons, and by neceſſary con- 
ſequence, ſince he holds infant baptiſm, mult take in not 
only the brethren, but women and children. Fhus, 
4 ſays be, ſuch as being baptized were added to that 
s number, which continued ſtedfaſtly in the apoſtles: 
tc doctrine and fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread, and 
tt in prayers, were thereby added to the church.” p. . 
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But in another paſſage he limits it to the whole body-of 
communicants, which, ſince he does not yet pretend that 


2 infants ſhould be communicants, excludes them from the 
and judging church, without any goſpel rule. But we have 
vic many baptized perſons, who are grown to years of diſ- 
ible cretion, and who are not communicants. Why as to 
en he ſays, p. 17. © If they do not come as diſciples of 
iu Jeſus to eat the Lord's ſupper, they can have nothing 
wio © to do according to the ſcriptures, in receiving or re- 
dn “ jecting others.“ But he has been careful not to quote 
de. tcheſe ſcriptures. According to common ſenſe, all who- 
non are once taken in to be members of any ſociety, belong 
tho doit, till they are caſt out. But theſe perſons have b den 
el ſolemnly acknowledged to be in the church by baptiſm, 

» and they have never been caſt out. Now ſuppoſe that 


they forego the priviledge of coming to the ſacrament, 
16 bow does this take away their other priviledges? Does 
ll the omiſſion of one duty diſcharge them from the perfor- 
ating WY ance of all others ? If a man does not join in ſinging 
„ pfalms in the congregation, muſt he be forbidden to hear 
en the word ? However by this means near two thirds of 
the worſhipping aſſembly, which ſometimes ſeems to be 
Mr. Judſon's church, are excluded from it. 1 
There yet remain the women, who are commonly 
tull half of the communicants. And as to them, he ſays, 
© If they cannot ſilently concur with what the male 
members act, they have moſt certainly a right /ome «way. 
* to make known their grievance.“ But are they pro- 
per judges or not? Thus the church is the worſhipping 
aſſembly, but not ſo neither; for children and non- com- 
Municants, tho' they belong to the church, being neither 
3 | acculed, 
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aceuſed, condemned, nor caſt out, are excluded. It 
ſcription ! What is there we may not prove from ſeripa 


church members, but what in fact often takes place ui 


1 


4 
the whole body of communicants, that are to hear ang 


judge. But this won't do neither, the women make fuer 
Belt, and they have only a right /ome way to manifeſt. then ri 
grievance, perhaps in the news paper. All this is vem . 
pain, and preciſe, agreeable to clear goſpel rule and de ei 


ture at this rate ? 3 ee 
« As to prejudiced members, ſays Mr. Judſon, tha 
% ought" not to be ſuffered, they need to be firſt taken in 
«* care of and reclaimed.” An eaſy way of anſwering 


the objeftion ! "The queſtion is not what ought to be in . 


this imperfect ſtate, Men o4ght not to ſin againſt God, 
nor offend their brethren, and ſo there ought not to be any 
Juſt cauſe for diſcipline. Men ought not to be prejudiced 
and biaſſed. But what if ſome of the beſt men in 1 
church are prejudiced ? Will Mr. Judſon ſay, that Ba. in 
nabas was perfectly free from all prejudice in favour of 
Mark his ſiſter's ſon, when Paul and he had ſuch a ſhaw 
contention about him? And was not the apoſtle Peter «© 
little under a wrong biaſs © when he ſeparated himſelf 
« from the gentile chriſtians fearing them which were of er 
& the circumciſion, And the other Jews diſſembled BW 
« likewiſe with him; infomuch that Barnabas alſo 
« was carried away with their diſſimulation.“ . What WW" 
then does it ſignify to tell us, that church members ought i 
not to be prejudiced, ſince it is matter of fact that ſo 
many are prejudiced ? And perhaps ſome are ready to 
think that Mr. Judſon is not altogether free from this 
ſour leaven againſt the conſociation, fince he complains {a 
bitterly merely for their attempting to diſſolve the con- 
nection between him and them in an orderly manner. 
In ſhort, I do not ſee but he has rather ſtrengthened than JN 
invalidated the objections againſt his plan of government. 
In trying caſes in our courts, there are five judges and 
twelve jurymen. Now let us for once ſuppole, that 
three of the judges, and ſeven of the Jury, by ſome means 
or other were miſſing, when a verdict was drawn, or ex- 
ues By eme impediment, or did not agree 20 Bf 
EH 7+ „%% mo 
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Later deen ader 865 enen vedivimnſe 
cerpted and recorded, for 5 — and jurymen, v 
ere not upon to vote, had a right to manifeſt their 
— way ?. And! if it ſhould plainl Jy 

lat a number of the jurymen, and ſome of _= 
ere biaffed, would it do to ſay when objection is made 
gainſt them, there is no weight 1 in it beceuſe they ought 
bor to be prejudiced ? 

I would not be underſtood: by any i Lhave lad to 
15 FF any fault with the common method practiſed in our 
Whurchies' of entring a complaint to the paſtor and bre- 


hren. For as they are the principal. part of the church, 
e in is very agreeable to common ſenſe, that they ſhould . 
Jod, eke cognizance of the matter; and this is — to 


Whe general direction in Mar. xyiii. But I can fee no 
Widence at all, that this is particularly preſcribed in. that 
r in any other divine rule. And I would further aſle, 
ace, according to Mr. Judfon, the power belongs to the 
rorſnipping aſſembly, and yer according to him, one 
alf or three quarters mgy give up their right to the male 
Ecommunicants, why they may not give up theirs. to a 
elect number, or church ſeſſion with the ua 
rr to a conſociated council with our churches? _ » 
But if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto 
WW thee as an heathen man and a publican.” Here it 
may be obſerved, that there is no account, what ſatisfac- 
rom is ſufficient and ought to be accepted by the church, 
V bich yet is commonly reckoned a very important thing 


to in diſcipline ; nor in what manner and: place in the broad- 
this alley, or elſewhere; which likewiſe have been matters of 
1s ſa {WM ſome diſpute. And as to what is to be done to-the of. 
-on- fender, or about him, in caſe he remains obſtinate, it is 
ner. not perfectiy clear to ſome, who have not the priviledgs 


os a warm imagination. Let him be to thee as an hea» 
ent. , then man and a publican.” For how does it appear 
and Aa the publicans were excluded from the communion 
that of the Jewiſh Church.---The people indeed hated them, 

ss they do all commiſſioners and collectors of taxes; bur 
1 do not at preſent recolle& any prove, that they were 
end 8 


7 


che 2 or from the communion of the chriſtian a 


Was. 


no appeal to any other board under heaven. Whereby 
« other board on earth. And neither therefore to be at. 


835 Chriſt. Fe 8 


Mr. Judſon and ſome others are aiming at, to have it ſup- 


ined: Foc nene Kos mol t hol — 


. it was erected, 


John the Baptiſt baptiaed man many po! 


af them, and did not forbid them to follow their emploſe pers 


ment, and our bleſſed Lord readily admitted them among hin 


his diſciples, and freely. eat and drank with them. When ot. 
therefora an impenitent offender is to be treated ag% 


publican, I ſhould be glad for my own ſatisfaction, tha 
tome learned. and candid temen would ſhew how thi 


it follows, Verily J ſay unto you, whatſoever ye all bin 
on earth, ſhall be bound in beaven. Here, ſays Mr. Jui. 
6e /on,. it is carefully to be noted, that the very ſam 
6 church, unto which an offence is to be tald'; are to 
judge thereof, and that from their judgment there liz 


t. an abſolute bar is laid in againſt the judgment of any 


* tempted, but in direct violation of this expreſs law a 


7 . 


The intelligent reader will obſerve that according to 
this expoſition a particular church (if it could be once 
determined what body that is) s hereby declared to be in- 
fallible, and is, as he repreſents the conſociation, © a bo- 
dy inveſted with ſuch horns of power, as that whither- 
% ſoever the body moves, thither the horns move alſo, 
<« inforcing their every 20, judgment, counſel, opinion 
4 or advice with binding authority. 2 
Query, Whether this be not the great thing, which 


poſed, that particular churches are inveſted with intalli- 
bility, and that from their judgment there lies no appeal, 
it being ratified in heaven? Will not this ſuit the ſell. 
conceit and pride of many church-members to fancy 
themſelves Chriſt's vicegerents ? And will not this gra- 
tify the ambition and lordlineſs of ſome clergymen ? The 
Paſtor is by office not only moderator of the church, but 
ordinarily has by far a great deal more influence in 
it, than py other perſon. No ow by chooſing ſuch io” 
F: 3 ot 
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ers, may he-not get a majority of the churetrro vote a 
ong ning he pleaſes? There are various ways of obtaining 
Notes! ʒ;ł ; p) ̃ ²—œ.,ĩ˙ — ͤ LIE INES F 


% 
= 


That theſe are not mere groundleſs fears and ſurmi 


_ think, may be pretty "fairly gathered from what Mr, 
ths WF ud ſon himſelf ſays, p. 18: „As to ignorant and ſupers 
annvuated members; there are none who are capable 
zu of examining themſelves and diſcerning the - Lord's- 
ru. Body, as the ſcriptutes require of all that eat the 
am Lord's: ſupper; but that are able alſo, by the affiftance 
eu of wiſer members to judge about matters of fact. 
les So that when ſuitable care is taken about the admiſ- 
reby ſion of members; churches" under the guidance of their 
any paſtors are much better judges reſpecting ſuch mat- 
en. ters as are cognizable before them, than the jury In 
civil courts often are, in reſpect to many intricate caſes 
by laid Before them. 740 rages i been 
; Thus the paſtors ſeem to be compared to the judges 
Ince f the court, and the church to the jury. The ignorant 
ein- d ſuperannuated are to judge by the aſſiſtance of wiſer 
bo. embers. And what if the paſtor ſhould conceit, chat 
her. e is the wiſeſt perſon of the community, and can beſt 


it thoſe weak brethren ?---He, has likewiſe the prin- 
ipal ſhare in admitting members; - And what if he 


dopt his peculiar ſentiments, and will vote juſt as he 
op. {$4145 chem ?---Could our religious liberties be as ſe 
alli. Mare as our civil priviledges on this plan? Would it be 
eal, pie to allow the court to chuſe the jury ? 4; 430% 
Gf. The times when a civil court fits are appointed by law} 
incy nd they have no hand in chuſing the jurymen. Theſe 
erz. Ne choſen by the reſpective towns among us, and the 
The urt can fend them back to reconſider their verdict ſo 
but Nan times and no more. But a paſtor may appoint à 
in hurch mecting without any previous warning, and juſt 
"ed hen lie fees his ſpecial friends are chiefly preſent, and he 


pay guide the ſuperannuated members, and lead the 


oſes; and by private cajo ling ſome of the-leadirig mum. 


all take it into his head to admit none but ſuch as 


church 
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or church meetings as are moſt convenient for his-purd . 
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church to geconſider their vote, ii it 
| * — * | | | * 3 | | Wh; aq 
+gye-up/the' matter. In civil courts che towns or fy 


All e and intereſted jurymen are ſet alide; al 
jf it ſhould: appear to the court that any of the jury wen 
fo ignorant thro? natural-weakneſs of capacity, or being 
ſuperannuated, that they were able to judge only by d 
aſliſtance of iſer members, the court would doubt 


might be excuſed from that ſervice. And in all t 
lower courts there are appeals all WIMGL 
@ great priviledge. But there is no objecting againſt th 


1. e. unleſs he is confident they will vote £0; his mini 
And when a vote is once obtained, let it be hy hate 
means, or carried by ever ſo {mall a majority, at is a wiz 
and then the aggrieved brethren are not to be allowed 


gietiy and peaceably with the majority of the church aui] 
ciety, in their votes as a maiter of right that ought. to goon 
in all communities, even as a thing eſſential to the ordal 
Subhftance of every community. Ho tar ſuch a plan ten 


wherever ſuch a plan of government is adopted, the pb 


or in ſo great a hurry in publiſhing, he might have ® 


ever vx ſhall bind on earth, ſhall be bound in heaven 
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required. to return good and ſufficient men, 1 


be of opinion, that ſuch weak and ſuperannuated perſay 


church members ; no appeal from the judgment of My 
Judſon and his church; no rehearing unleſs he pleaſe 


much as to attempt to remove the cauſe: to any alf 
board, but to be counſeled, direfied and edviſed to fill 


to ſupport the liberties of the people, or the power of ii 
clergy I leave to be conſidered. But jt feems to me; th 


tors ought to be endowed with infallibilit x. 

As to the words of our bleſſed Lord, on which Mi 
Judſon pretends to build the plan of xo ayyzaLs fu 
the vote of a church, if he had not been fo eager for pro 


ſerved that Chriſt changes from the third to the ſeconi 
Perſon, and addreſſes himſelf to his apoſtles who wil 
then preſent with him, " Verily I Hay UNTO vou W.. ( 


So that there is no-evidence from this text, that Cum 
had reference to any power in government or diſcipla 
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at all. For when this gentleman had mort texfarety © » 2 
confidered the matter, he expounds ſuch expreſſions very.” _! 
differently. P. 32. < Whereby is to be undetſtood 4 
«- power of binding and looſing ws goons i, e. by de- 
« clating the mind and will of Chriſt, binding upon tie 
« conſcience.---Hence all apoſtolic writings are binding 
« on the conſcience, ip as no uninſpired writings can be 1 
« _....-A power not to be claimed by uninſpired men, 7 
« without daring preſumption.” Pray then, good fir, 
why have you claimed it for every particular church? 

As our bleſſed Lord addreſſed himſelf in theſe. words 
immediately to his apoſtles, who were to be rulers or of- 
fieers in his church, the paſſage might with ſome appear- 
ance of propriety and reaſon be adduced to ſupport the 
authority of neil and their determinations, when 

C they are agreeable to the mind of Chriſt. But IJ have no 
high opinion of the infallibility of any body of uninſpired 
men, and can therefore pretty fully agree with Mr. Ju. 
ſon in his laſt expoſition of them in referring the ratifica- of 
tion in heaven, not, to their decifions in general, but to 
the apoſtolic writings ; and ſince I. am ſo-generous as to 
give up the infallibility of councils, I hope he will never 
plead for this, which he calls a daring and preſumptuous 
claim in behalf of particular churches. wb 

It were very eaſy to make many more remarks on Mr. 
Judſon's performance. But ſince he has not given us his 
plan of church government witk preciſion, and, ſo far as 
I can apprehend it, repeatedly given it up in my view, and + 
neglected fairly to conſider the objections that were bro't 
againſt it, but amuſed himſelf and his readers with general 
terms, and vehement exclamations, ſo much may-ſufficefor 
the preſent. Indeed I cannot but think, I might have been 
excuſed if J had taken no notice at all of his book, fince I 

I reckon my ſermon as it was delivered, a pretty ful! 
contutation of his reply# Whether I gave him any juſt, | 
cauſe to treat me in the manner he has done, is now ſub- 
mitted to the public. I.ſuppoſe the great want of deli- „ 
cacy which he has diſcovered, has not recommended his 
book much to the poliſhed and judicious reader. AH 
= ACT think that any thing can be a ſufficient juſtifigaz '*+ 
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